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Szentimrey Seeds
Branchton, ON

A few minutes
conversation with Paul &
Peter Szentimrey is all that is
needed to reveal just how
seriously they take the
business of producing seed.
They are both “Select
Growers” and proud of it.

In many ways the path
leading to the present day ‘
Szentimrey Seed business is
typical of that followed by a
host of Ontario farmers as
they seek to add value to
farm production. (i.e. come
up with an idea, start small
and grow over time) What
makes their operation unique
is the way in which they have
utilized an aptitude for strict
attention to detail to ensure
success.

Continued on page 2
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Peter Szentimery & Michele Snyde

with children Hannah, Zachery & Zane
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Coming to Canada

In 1938, as the great depression was coming
to an end, Canada was actively advertising for
immigrants and Farm Credit had a lot of farms for
sale. Meanwhile, turbulent times in Eastern Europe
prompted Margaret and Andrew Szentimrey to take
up the challenge. They sold their land holdings in
Hungary, packed up their five children and
emigrated to Canada. Paul Szentimrey was only 2
years old at the time. As it turned out they were on
the last train out of Hungary. Cousins on the next
train didn’t make it and the families would not meet
again until Peter and his wife Michele Snyder were
married in 1989.

Getting Started

Andrew & Margaret bought their first farm in
the Branchton area in1940 and it was not until 1953
that Paul and older brother Joe purchased an adjacent
farm. At that time both Paul & Joe had off-farm jobs in
industry and they did their farming evenings and weekends.
Paul’s job was in Cambridge where he worked for a
subcontractor making airplane parts for Avro. At that time
Avro was a large company that built airplanes. Paul still
remembers with some bitterness when, in 1959, Prime
Minister John Diefenbaker cancelled the Avro Aero project.
which resulted in the closure of the Avro company. On a
positive note, he says “I became a full time farmer from that
time on”. His brother Joe continued to work off-farm until
1969. In the early years, and on into the late 1970's, cattle
feeding was the main enterprise. The brothers chose this
route primarily because it took less capital to get started. It
wasn’t until the late 1970s that they started building grain
bins and with those bins came new decisions to be made.

Transition To The Grain Business

Originally Paul and Joe
built bins to store their own
grain as well as some that was
purchased from neighbours.
They hadn’t expected that
having on-farm storage would
present such a big problem every
fall; but it did. By late August or
early September each year they
had to decide, “Should the corn
crop be harvested for sale or for
feed?” and “Should it be
harvested as grain or silage?” A
look back shows that the cattle
business tapered off through the
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Foundation Seed

Peter Szentimrey & His Father, Paul

1980s and the last batch passed through the Szentimrey
feedlot in 1992.

The Seed Business

Paul Szentimrey maintains that “the seed business is
more particular than most farming enterprises”. In fact, he
speculates that the same aptitude for precision that made
him good at making airplane parts has also made him a
successful grower of pedigreed seed. He started with
Frederick wheat in 1983 and by the end of the decade had
qualified as a “Select Grower”. Today everything grown on
the Szentimrey farm originates from Breeder Seed which is
obtained from SECAN. SECAN is an association of seed
growers, set up to release public varieties to select growers
for multiplication. It charges a levy on the seed it handles,
part of which is paid in the form of a royalty to the breeder
of the seed and part used to fund SECAN
operations. For varieties that eventually become
popular, royalties can be substantial. The public
soybean variety “Bayfield”, for example, returned
over $1 Million Dollars in royalties to the breeder,
which in this case was the University of Guelph.
From the “Select Grower” stage, seed is further
multiplied: first by “Foundation Growers”, second
by “Registered Seed Growers” and finally by
“Certified Seed Growers”. The Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) provides third party
inspection for all seed fields and in so doing
greatly enhances the reputation of Canadian
Pedigreed Seed.
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Processing Seed

The processing of seed is entirely separate from the
growing of it and is regulated by the Canadian Seed
Institute (CSI). CSI is a self governing body for seed
growers that extends licenses to grade, sample and seal
seed. From the tag on a bag of seed, its origin can be traced
all the way back to the breeder. At Szentimrey Seeds, both
Paul and Peter are qualified to process seed. Much of their
business is supplying foundation and registered seed to
other growers for multiplication.

Business Structure

After being partners for 50 years, Paul
purchased his brother Joe’s share of the
business in 2003. He then promptly sold the
elevator operation and the seed business to
Peter and wife Michele at which time
Szentimrey Seeds Ltd. was formed. In the
ensuing two plus years the business has grown
significantly with a new seed warehouse
covering 9,100 square feet being added in
2004. Peter accounts for the increased business
by saying that they have been fortunate to have
had a number of good varieties at just the right
time. In fact he is already taking orders for seed
to be delivered in 2007. Along with the seed
business Peter and Michele farm about 1,500
acres, part of which they own and part rented
from family members. They also do about 500
acres of custom work annually. Their crops
include soybeans, spring grains and wheat.
Corn was dropped from the rotation several
years ago as the seed industry began to grow.
The Szentimrey labour force consists of 1 full
time and two part time workers in addition to
themselves.

The Chicken Business

Michele is the person in charge of the chickens. She
has plenty of experience in this area since she and her two
brothers ran a chick hatchery at Nanticoke for 18 years
before selling it in 2004. She and Peter own a few acres
near her parents’(Margaret & Gerald Snyder) farm near
Hagersville where they built a broiler barn for 12,000 birds
in 1990. In 1992 they added facilities for a dual purpose
flock of 3,000 hens to produce hatching eggs. With the
purchase of the seed business in 2003 the broiler operation
was moved to the Branchton location and expanded to
18,000 birds. Meanwhile, the broiler barn back at
Hagersville has been leased to a German company to be
used as a quarantine facility.
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Seed Warehouse Built in 2004 (9,200 ft.?)

Community Activities

Both Paul and Peter are past presidents of the Brant
County Soil & Crop Improvement Association. Peter is still
an active director of that organization. Paul is a director of
the Ontario Seed Grower’s Association and is a past
president of the Brant County Beef Producer’s Association.
Paul has been an advisor with the Farm Debt Review Board
and prior to that with the Ontario Farm Family Advisor
Organization. Looking back at the cases he encountered he
says that for the most part farmers with financial problems
became too highly leveraged with unproductive assets. On
the other hand he encountered some very good farmers

-

st

whose only mistake was bad timing. On the whole he
describes the experience as interesting but depressing.

Family

Peter is the oldest member of Paul and Ariel
Szentimrey’s family. He has two brothers, Mark and David,
as well as two sisters, Nancy and Anne. Peter met his future
wife, Michele Snyder, at the University of Guelph when
they were both students. They graduated from the diploma
course in 1983 and were married in 1989. They have three
children,
Hannah 10,
Zachery 9 and
Zane 5.

Editor’s Note: The Szentimreys
were selected by the Brant Soil &

Crop Improvement Association
for this month’s feature.
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Haldimand, Niagara South & Niagara North
Hold Joint Annual Meeting In Wellandport
The Soil & Crop Improvement Associations in the
counties of Haldimand and Niagara North & South held an
annual meeting in the Wellandport Community Centre on
Monday, January 09, 2006. Attendance was excellent and
the hall was packed.

Soil & Crop Meeting in Wellandport Community Ct’r.

The first feature speaker of the day was OMAFRA
Soybean specialist, Horst Bonner. Mr Bonner opened his
remarks by saying “It is
projected that 2.5
million acres of
soybeans will be grown
next year. If you want
higher yields, grow
less”; his point being that
the soybean crop is
appearing much to often
in the rotations followed
on many farms. He said
that for maximum yield
potential, soybeans
should not be grown
more often than once every three years in any given field.

Seeding Rates “Can we reduce costs by lowering
seeding rates?” Mr Bonner’s answer to this question was
“for optimum yields we must end up with at least150,000
plants per acre at harvest”. Soil types and conditions vary
and any farmer who is confident that he can seed less and
still have 150,00 plants per acre at harvest should do so.
Most trials have shown that cutting back from the
recommended seeding rate of 225,000 seeds in 7 inch rows
to 200,000 did not decrease yields. On the other hand if
conditions are not good and it takes 300,000 at planting to
end up with 150,000 at harvest, then do it.

Seed Treatments - Trials done with Maxum Apron,
Cruiser and Gaucho showed no significant differences. The
biggest benefit from each was increased plant population. If

Horst Bonner
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seed treatments are used seeding rates can be reduced
somewhat.

Seed Applied Fungicides - His take home message
regarding the use of fungicides was “if they respond one
year then likely they will continue to respond. In fields
where there is no response, chances are there will never be
a response.

Seed Treatments to control insects do not last long
enough to control aphids. He concluded that aphids can only
be controlled with foliar sprays.

Tillage - Trials comparing different levels of tillage
showed the following yield advantage over no-till.

1) Conventional - 4.8 bu/acre

2) Conservation tillage - 4.0 bu/acre

3) Single Pass - 3.5 bu/acre

The only tillage practice that produced enough extra yield
to cover the cost of tillage was #3. Mr Bonner said that 80-
90% of the benefit of tillage comes from tilling the top 3
inches. “Tillage done below the 3 inch level doesn’t
amount to a hill of beans.”

Choosing the most economical application rate of

Nitrogen on corn.
Research Associate, Ken Janovich said that there are a lot
of variables to take into account when deciding how much
nitrogen to apply to the corn
crop. For example heavy clay
soils and sandy soils both
| require more N than do some
0 of the loam soils to get
equivalent results. High heat
unit areas also require higher
levels of N.

The new N rate
calculator will calculate the
most economical rate of N to
apply by taking all variables
into account including the
expected selling price of corn. Mr Janovich concluded by
saying that applying Nitrogen above recommended rates
will not be profitable except in rare instances. On average
you will lose money. Economic rates of Nitrogen are
environmentally friendly. The plant only takes what it needs
and the remainder is lost through leaching or denitrification.

Ken Janovich

Meeting Sponsors

*Clark Agri Service * Farm Credit *Terratec
*TD Canada Trust *Pioneer *Roger Egger
*Hessels Farm Supply * Niagara Fertilizer
*South Coast Agronomy
* Bertie & Clinton Mutual Insurance
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Halton Soil & Crop Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Halton Soil & Crop
Improvement Association was held in the Hillcrest United
Church on Wednesday, January
18, 2006.

Ontario Soil & Crop
Improvement Association
President, Kevin Ferguson, was
on hand to bring a report from
the Provincial Association. He
indicated that one of the major
challenges facing “Soil & Crop”
is maintaining local
memberships. The provincial
board has set a target to increase
memberships by 10% this year.

Kevin Ferguson

Biosolids Recycling
Technician for the Region of
Halton, Adrian Mohammed,
provided a report on the status
of land application of biosolids.
He emphasized that, as much as
possible, biosolids from the
Halton region are directed to
land application and that land
fill is only used when necessary.
For a number of reasons Halton
is moving away from applying
liquid biosolids and is moving toward de-watered cake. For
those farmers who are licensed to receive biosolids it
provides an opportunity to recycle nutrients to enhance soil
quality. It is essentially a free source of fertilizer. In the past
year biosolids were spread at 35 sites in Halton covering
1500 acres.

Adrian Mohammed

Jay Kitching (I) Receives a Forage Masters Award
from Halton Soil & Crop President Tom Parker
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Forage Masters Competion

The winner of the 2005 Forage Masters Competition
in Halton was Paul Fisher of Burlington. Jay Kitching, of
Kitcholm Farms was second.

Shawn Damen, Field
Agronomist with Pioneer said
that more progress has been
made improving corn yields
than has with soybeans. The
difference is in the way the plant
utilizes sunlight with corn being
the more efficient of the two. If
a soy population is decreased
too much we lose yield. His key
message for soybean growers was plant enough seed to end
up with 150,000 plants at harvest. Yields from 7" rows and
15" rows are about equal but emergence will be better with
15s because there are more seeds per row. Also with 15s
white mould problems will be less and tramping is reduced.

Plant height is often an indicator of required seeding
rate since tall beans require less seed. The message is, if you
normally grow short beans your seeding rates should be
higher.

Since plant spacing for crops seeded with a drill is
generally not very good, seeding rates must be higher than
if a planter is used. Tests have shown that in crops seeded
with a drill there are more non competitive plants. i.e. more
clumps.

Henoted that seed treatments on average do increase
yields but said that they cannot be depended on to control
aphids. Cruiser will control early season aphids but not
those that come later in the summer. Some soybean varieties
are more susceptible to aphids than others. Mr Damen
believes that aphid resistant varieties will come some time
in the future.

Janet Ward, Health
& Safety Consultant with the
Farm Safety Association said
that New Health and Safety
Regulations will come into
effect July 01, 2006. The
new act will be enforced by
the Ministry of Labour and
accidents will have to be
reported to the Ministry of
Labour as well as the
Workers Safety Insurance
Board (WSIB). In future
employers will be required
by law to take every reasonable precaution to protect
employees.

Shawn Damen

Janet Wa.rd
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Brant Soil & Crop Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Brant Soil & Crop
Improvement Association was held at the Whitehorse
Restaurant in Paris on Thursday, January 26, 2006. An
interesting program brought out a larger than usual number
of Brant County Farmers for the meeting.

Kathy Hodgins said that
the Brant Resource Stewardship

Network is part of the
community based “Ontario
Stewardship Program” of the

Ministry of Natural Resources.
She said that this organization
has funding for projects related
to water quality, fish, buffer
strips etc. and invited anyone
with a reasonable project to
contact her. Each project will be
considered individually. Tel:519-
448-1714

Conservation  Officer,
Guy DesRoches was on hand to
talk about the enforcement of the
Fish & Wildlife Act. He told the
group that a standing crop is
enough to tell people to stay off
your land. No signs are needed.
If, however, permission is
obtained, then the rules change.
“It is your land and you alone
have the right to decide who goes there”. When dealing with
nuisance animals he encouraged farmers, as much as
possible, to let hunters take care of the problem. However
permits to remove nuisance animals can be obtained by
calling Cathy Richardson at 905-562-1177. Deer, Moose
and Bears require special permits. Permits for removal of
Canada Geese must be obtained from the Canadian Wildlife
Service for Migratory Birds. The office is in Burlington.

The Ministry of Natural Resources “Tip Line” is 1-
877-847-7667

Guy DesRoches

Brant County Mayor Ron
Eddy was invited to speak on
behalf of the recently organized
group of “mayors for agriculture”.
Mr Eddy who is chair of the group
said that they are looking for ways
to reduce the tax load on residents
in rural municipalities.

Ron Eddy
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Brant Soil & Crop President Kris Martin announced the
winners of the 2005 Brant Forage Masters Competition. The
Maple Leaf Research Farm placed first; second was Steve
Talsma of Harley and third was Elm Bend Holsteins in
Onondaga Township

Tony Penders, (L) Receives the Forage Masters Award
Jfrom Brant Soil & Crop President, Kris Martin.

— Kirk Patterson,

N ﬁ‘?‘% Agonomy & Marketing
- Manager with the Scotland
Agromartdid an overview of
the 2005 crop year. He said
that yields were mostly
average for tobacco and
spring grains. Corn yields
were significantly higher
than normal and soybeans
varied widely with yields
from 20 - 70 bushels per
acre. Ginseng yields were mostly average with better than
normal quality. Most vegetable crop yields were high and
the quality was generally quite good.

Fred Evans, Manager
of Grain Originations and
Derivatives with Commercial
Alcohols said that what makes
this years corn crop so
burdensome is that the
carryout to use ratio is 22%.
The only bright spot on the
horizon is that the wealth of
the world will be looking for a
home and that commodity
funds could cause the markets
to change in spite of
fundamentals.

Kirk Patterson

| F red Evdns
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Peel Soil & Crop Annual Meeting

The Peel Soil & Crop Improvement Association held
its annual meeting in the evening at the Brampton
Fairgrounds on Thursday, January 26.

Jonathan Watchurst,
Environmental Farm Plan
Representative, said that since the
program began in 1993 more than
27,000 farmers in Ontario have
completed plans. The new version
that is currently being offered is
similar to the previous one and
only about one third of the content
has changed. A wide variety of
coat share programs (some 30% &
some 50%) are available to farmers and depending on the
project. The maximum amount available per farm is
$30,000 plus another $15,000 from COWSEP. (Canada
Ontario Water Supply Extension Program)

Jonathan Watchurst

Peel Forage Masters Program
Gary Mountain, President of the Peel Soil & Crop
Improvement Association presented the awards for the Peel
Forage Masters Program. The winner in 2005 was Tim
Armstrong, second was Dwight Matson and third was Paul
Kolb of Mount Kolb Farms.

I

Gary Mountain, Tim Armstrong, Dwight Matson

Peel County Wine
Interesting presentations from two local Peel County
Wine makers followed by a tasting session completed the
evenings program. Greg Downey of Downey’s Estate
Winery, 23682 Heartlake Road, said that they have only
been in the business for 3 years and produce 35 varieties of
fruit wines. Already they have won several awards for some
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of their wines. The product is sold through Downey’s Farm
Market and Winery.

Dwight Matson talked about his brother Dave’s
winery called Chesslawn Vineyard & Winery. It is located
at 8859 Castlebery Sd. Rd, Caledon. At Chesslawn wine is
made from grapes. Some of their wines are made from
grapes grown on the farm and the rest are purchased.

After the meeting everyone enjoyed tasting the
fine selection of Peel County Wines offered by
Downey’s Estate Winery & Chesslawn.
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Wentworth Soil & Crop Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Wentworth Soil & Crop
Improvement Association was held at Marritt Hall, Ancaster
on Wednesday, January 25, 2006.

Onbehalf
of  Wentworth
Soil & Crop Roy
Shuker presented
an award to
Randy Spoelstra
for his hard work
and dedication to
soil and crop
S work in
Wentworth
County.

Roy Shuker (L) presents the soil &
crop service award to Randy Spoelstra

Wentworth Soil & Water Conservation Award
Goes to Willie & Brad Nimijohn

Willie and his family operate Braelane Farms in the
hills of Westover.

They operate over one thousand acres plus a custom
farming
operation.

Their business
also includes
Flamborough
Farm Supply
Ltd located, on
concession 6
west in
Flamborough.
In the past,
through the
Hamilton
Conservation
Program, they
fenced off their stream from access to cattle and built a
manure storage and run-off control.

The Nimijohns started no-tilling about fifteen years
ago, and have continued to this day. They have tried
different methods of no-tilling and have gone to a
Sunflower No-Till Drill, finding that it does a much better
job on the hills and in damper soil conditions. Willie is
concerned about soil and water preservation, and truly
deserves this award.

Brad Nimijohn receives the Wentworth
Soil & Water Conservation Award from
Robert Pasuta
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Soil & Water Conservation Award presented to
Benn-B Farms (Dave Brenn)

Brenn-B Farms operate a total of1300 acres. About
800 is devoted to potatoes, 200 to herbs such as cilantro,
parsley & dill and the remainder to wheat, soybeans and
alfalfa. A large potato processing & packing plant supplies
chain stores and the restaurant trade. A 125 head beef herd
is maintained to utilize potato waste.

Conservation practices on this farm include grassed
waterways, low
flow irrigation,
winter cover
crops and no-till
planting. Palm
pilots in each
tractor allow the
operator to record
the amount of
spray, fertilizer,
or manure applied
or amount of crop
harvested. This
information is
downloaded each
night to the main
computer to give
acomplete picture
of each field for
fertilizer usage, spray application, and crop production.

In 1989 Dave Brenn was Canada’s outstanding
young farmer.

Dave Brenn (L) accepts the
Wentworth Soil & Water
Conservation Award from Doug
Cranston

Hamilton/Wentworth Mayor Larry Di Ianni told the
gathering that it is projected that the city of Hamilton will
grow to 700,000 in the next 20
| years. Currently 65% of the
| - regions land base is rural. The
prime question facing local
politicians is how and where the
growth should take place. The
debate continues with Urban
Sprawl vs. intensification of
growth within the inner city. In
general, urban dwellers like
convenience but don’t really
appreciate all that is involved in
getting there. Currently a long
term economic viability study is being conducted on the
lands surrounding the airport. In the vernacular this land is
referred to as “Aerotropolis”.

Mayor Larry Di Ianni
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Farm Smart Conference - January 2006

“Farm Smart just keeps getting better”. That
quotation from a farmer attending this years conference
pretty much sums up the success of Farm Smart 2006.
Certainly, if attendance is a measure of success, it was the
best Farm Smart conference ever. Just over 700 people
gathered at Rozanski Hall on Saturday, January 21* to take
part in, and listen to a wide variety of presentations. The
theme for the conference was “Risk Management” and each
of the program’s 47 concurrent sessions approached this
topic in its own unique way.

The Feature
Speaker of the day was
Dan Needles, author of
the Wingfield Farm
Stage Comedies. In his
own humourous way
Mr Needles found a
way to poke some fun
at the way we all try to
protect ourselves from
life’s bumps. He said
that “bubble wrapping
your children to protect
them from life’s
adversities just makes
In his opinion, “Pain Builds

Dan Needles

them more vulnerable”.
Character”.

Over a period of 45 minutes Dan Needles kept his
audience continually laughing with one liners and stories
from Persephone Township. Lines such as “A man carrying
a cat by the tail absorbs information at 3 times the normal
rate” brought howls of laughter when heard in the context
of his speech. Or, his advice to prospective farm buyers,
“Before buying an abandoned farm first find out why it was
abandoned”; and also a quote from his father-in-law
“farmers who grow crops in top soil are cheating”.

Join Us For Farm $mart 2007

January 20, 2007 - University of Guelph
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Dr. Stew Hilts (left)
speaking on behalf of the
Unniversity welcomed
everyone to the Campus.

Assistant Deputy
Minister, Don Taylor,
(left) spoke on behalf of
the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs. He said that
OMAFRA was pleased to
once again play a part in
the organization of Farm
Smart.

Preparmg For Regtstratton On Saturday Morning.
L to R: Mary VandenBorre, Marie Skerritt, Carolyn Gilchrist &
Teresa Kane (all from the Fergus Resource Centre)

Farm Smart is organized by the Golden
Horseshoe and Heartland Regional Soil &
Crop Improvement Associations, OMAFRA
and the University of Guelph. The organizers

would like to extend appreciation to the
Agribusiness Commupnity for its continued
moral and financial support in making this
event a success.
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Left- Keith Black, Vice
President of the Ontario Soil
& Crop Improvement
Association Chaired the
session on “Developing Your
Personal Marketing Stragegy”
presented by Victor Aideyan.
Mr Aideyan of
“Farms.Com said that the first
step to success is having a
plan. “If you don’t know
where you are going, any road
will get you there”. He advised
farmers to put more effort into
how they sell their products.
But first it is necessary to
understand how the marketing mechanism works. The
philosophy at Farms.Com is (1) know your cost of
production (COP) and (2) use the COP figure to determine
target sale prices. The plan should be in place as early as the
pre planting period and be prepared to make sales at
predetermined target prices. “Don’t be afraid because you
might not have a crop to sell. Cover your risk with crop
insurance and always take the variable price option”.

Bruce Kershner of
Buffalo, New York
provided a
fascinating

look at “Old Growth
Forests of the North
East”. His definition
of an old growth
forest has two parts:
(1) it must have been
¥ continuously forested
since before
European settlement
and (2) the forest’s
canopy must be
dominated by trees

Bruce Kershner

with ages of 150 years or older.
There are many ways to recognize an old growth
forest.
* Large trunks, 3 feet in diameter or greater.
* Presence of long-lived or shade tolerant species
* Presence of commercially valuable species
* Buttressed roots
* Soaring branchless trunks with the lowest boughs at 25 to
40 feet.
* Bizarre growth forms, knotty, gnarly, burly etc.
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The numerous trade show displays held convention
goers attention between sessions.

Students participating in the youth program listened to
a lecture on possible new crops for the future. (Seated -
far left - Deanna Deaville, youth program organizer)
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