




Halton Soil & Crop Sunset Tour - 2009
An excellent crowd of nearly 60 people

gathered for the annual Halton Soil & Crop Sunset tour
at the farm of Keith & Harold Middlebrook, 6669
Walker’s Line, on Wednesday evening August 26,
2009.  

Peter Lambrick introduced OSCIA First Vice
President, Barry Hill who proceeded to bring greetings
from OSCIA as well as report on the latest
developments at the Provincial level. Referring to a

decision of the
OSCIA board of
directors at the
annual  summer
meeting he said that
the board had voted
in favour of splitting
t h e  G o l d e n
Horseshoe Region to
form a north and a
south region. He
went on to explain
that this move is
being made to make

provision for the current 8 counties in the Golden
Horseshoe region to be represented provincially by 2
directors. Mr Hill said that in view of the fact that he
will likely become president in 2010 the northern
counties of Halton, Peel, Brant & Wentworth should
begin looking for someone to represent them on the
rovincial board beginning in February of next year.  

Sheila O’Neil of the Hamilton/Halton Watershed
Stewardship Program provided
information on the numerous Water
Quality, Water Quantity & Habitat
Grants that are available to farmers in
the Regional Municipality of Halton.
For more information contact the
region at 905-825-6000 

Glen Storey of Woodrill Farms
provided a crop update and said that contrary to popular

opinion crops are really only about 5-6
days behind normal. Referring to
soybeans he said that even though
aphids have not been a serious problem
this year, those fields that were sprayed
early were not CruiserMax fields.
CruiserMax gives some early
protection against aphids and he
predicted more soybean seed will be

treated with it in future. 

As for corn pests he said that Monsanto will have
several hybrids for sale this fall containing as many as
8 stacked genes. One new pest to Ontario, the Western
Bean Cutworm, will be controlled by this new
technology.

Keith Middlebrook provided a demonstration of
his latest acquisition for handling small square hay
bales The Bale Baron, manufactured at Ethel, ON,
is a mobile stacking unit that pulls directly behind
a baler. This provides for only one pass over the
field. It arranges and ties 21 small bales into one
large bale.This large bale can be handled with a
front end loader in much the same way as large
squares. Priced just over $65,000 Keith said “It’s
taking us a year to learn how to run it but once it’s
going, it works great.” 

Peter Lambrick (rt)
introduced OSCIA First
Vice President, Barry Hill 

Sheila ONeil

 Glen Storey Peter Lambrick checks out a large bale from the
“Bale Baron” consisting of 21 small squares. 

Keith Middlebrook Explaining The Operation of
His New “Bale Baron” 
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