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Staying on the Farm  
 

In this issue: 
· David Frey overcomes injury to stay on the farm 
· Coverage of Heartland’s summer  events 
· OSCIA news 
· Crop Talk 
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The Heartland SCIA Newsletter is distributed four t imes 
a year to subscribers of the Soil and Crop Improvem ent 
Associations of Huron, Perth, Waterloo and Wellingt on 
counties.  I f you are in terested in receiving this 
newsletter, or if you need to change an address, pl ease 
contact the editor, Karen Jacobs.  Comments, ideas,  
s p o n s o r s h i p s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  w e l c o m e . 

�� hew!  What a summer!  Within the 
Heartland Region I attended the 
Heartland-Huron Meeting, the Forage

-Expo, FarmSmart and TWO Twilight 
meetings.  What a busy few weeks that was.  
This issue is filled with summaries of these 
events.  I encourage you to check out our 
new website.  I have posted more pictures 
from this summer than I could ever print in 
a newsletter. 

 This brings me to an exciting 
announcement (has spoiled an important 
announcement?); Heartland SCIA is online!  
We are on Twitter, have a website (as noted 
above) and have been selected for the OSCIA 
Online Member Services Pilot.  The address 
can be found further on in the newsletter 
(below Stuart’s greetings). 

 You might notice this newsletter is 
formatted a bit differently.  I am going to 
warn everyone now, I like to fiddle with 
things.  There will probably a few more 
changes in issues to come, then I’ll settle 
down and just make a little tweak here and 
there.    

 I had told a few people the newsletter 
could be emailed now.  Well, I with this 
fancy new software, and [long story short], I 
can’t actually email the file.  My apologies 
for those who asked for an e-newsletter.  
Hopefully I can resolve the problem and we 
can make paperless newsletters an option 
soon.   

 Happy Harvest!  

      �����  

  

Editorial Regional SCIA 

Cover photo: Kaylene, Karen, Kyle, Tammy, 
Colin and David Frey on their family farm.  
Missing from the photograph is the eldest 
daughter, Lisa. 
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�� avid Frey is a dynamic, energetic man with 
a mid-sized broiler barn, 200 heifers and 
120ac to farm.   He is also a T8 paraplegic 

who is paralyzed from the mid-chest down.    

 David, and his wife, Karen, purchased their 
120ac ongoing dairy farm just over 20 years ago.  A  
few years later the tall maple trees near the house  
needed some dead limbs trimmed, and David 
climbed up to do it.  He fell.   

 It took a year for David to recover enough to 
resume his farm work, and now he had to figure out 
how to do it from a wheelchair.   

 

 

 

 

 For the Frey’s to stay on the farm they had to 
reduce the labour aspect as much as possible.  
Since milking cows was now practically impossible 
for David to do, he sold the herd and focused on 
raising heifers.  To make up for the lost income fr om 
the dairy, the broiler barn was built.  Upright sil os 
have been replaced with bunker silos, and chores 
have been streamlined so that they can be 
accomplished with a skid steer or a Steiner (a type  
of large lawn tractor).  

 It’s in the details of his operation that David’s 
ability to cope with his injury is revealed.   The 
entrance to the heifer barn does not have a gate.  
Instead, there is a Texas gate that the cattle will  not 
cross, but that can easily be driven over with the 
skid steer.  This allows David access to the barn 
whenever he wants, without needing someone to 
open a traditional gate.  The doors of the broiler 
barn, and the drive-shed/workshop, have been 
made wide enough to easily accommodate the width 
of the Steiner.  The first bunker silo was built 10  
years ago, when they were still relatively uncommon .   
  

 David is thankful that the injury occurred 
early enough in his farming career that significant  
changes to the farm had not yet been made.  This 
allowed every update and new construction project 
to help accommodate his needs by including things 
like ramps and wide doorways. 

 At first, the fact that David is a paraplegic 
seems like the biggest aspect of his farming, but a s 
you talk with him a dedicated and conscientious 
farmer is revealed.  David has completed a nutrient  
management strategy, and has implemented many 
aspects of it, such as covered manure storage, and 
manure broker agreements with his neighbours to 
accommodate the manure generated on his farm in 
excess of what his crops require.  He has  also tak en 
advantage of the trees the Grand River Conservation  
Authority offers, and has planted 350 of them along  
the creek that winds between the cattle pastures 
and crop land. 

Staying on the Farm  

“We praise the Lord we 
are able to stay on the 
farm.” - David Frey  

(Left to right) The Frey boys and their horse; Karen’s 
garden; the heifers at the Texas gate; the broiler barn.  
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 Biosecurity is not taken lightly on the farm 
either.  There is a separate wheelchair that is kep t in 
the entrance of the broiler barn, and all work done  
with the chickens is done from that chair.  David h as 
built a box to fit in the undercarriage of this cha ir to 
hold anything he needs while in the broiler barn, 
leaving his hands free to navigate among the 
chickens.   

 The broilers are shipped at three different sizes 
to a local processor, which allows the barn to be f illed 
to capacity, then thinned out so that the big roast ers 
have room to grow.  This is a real advantage of bei ng 
a smaller grower who deals with a small processor, 
and shows David’s creativity is dealing with his 
operation.  

 A dedicated father, David has 5 children, ages 
nine to 22.  They have been active on the farm thei r 
whole lives.  The boys have a small herd of meat 
goats that they care for, and a few horses that the y 
have learned how to train and work with.  The 
daughters help their mother, especially with the 
impressive vegetable garden that helps supply the 
supper table and the beautiful flower beds that 
surround the house.  All the children help with the  
everyday chores of the cows and broilers.   

 As David points out, being in a wheel chair does 
have a positive aspect.  People are very aware that  he 
has some special needs and can often anticipate 
things David cannot do himself.  There are people 
who have very real, but unseen, disabilities and it  is 
often harder for them to cope as the aid is not as 
forthcoming 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Right after his injury, and in the long hard year 
of recovery after it, David and Karen did think abo ut 
leaving the farm.  They did not want to as they had  
only just started at the farm, but they wondered ho w 
they would manage, especially with the two young 
children they had at the time.  It was only with th e 
help of good family,  good neighbours and the 
support offered through  the Church that they were 
able to continue what they love.   

 

“Karen [my wife] did 110% 
during my recuperation.”   
   - David Frey 

�

(Left to right) :  The creek that is fenced from the heifers, and b ordered with trees;  

Conrad, Colin and Nathaniel; view of the farm 
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Are you Social Media Savvy? 
By Krista Gladstone 

�� acebook, YouTube, Twitter, LinkedIn, blogging 
- sometimes it all seems a bit overwhelming, 
doesn’t it?  What at one time seemed like new 

‘playthings’ for our tech-savvy kids, these social 
media tools are transforming the ways in which 
people communicate.  Social media is increasingly 
becoming an important source for information and 
farmers need to embrace these useful tools.   

 Not quite up to speed on these technologies 
yet?  Not to worry.  We are offering up some handy 
tips and pointers to get you started. 

 

TWITTER  101: 

What is Twitter?  Twitter is an 
information network made up of 140-
character messages called Tweets.  

How is it useful? Messages from users that you 
choose to follow will show up on your homepage for 
you to read. You can discover news as it’s happenin g, 
learn more about topics that are important to you, 
and get the inside scoop in real time! 

Tips for Getting Started - Find and follow other 
interesting Twitter accounts (search on topics, loo k 
up people or businesses you know, search for news 
sources that you rely on). Check out who others you  
know are following. When you find something of 
interest, simply click on ‘Follow’ to begin followi ng 
that particular Twitter account.  

 Once setup in Twitter, check out your 
homepage often and adjust your list of who you are 
following to suit your needs / interests. 

 One of the best things about Twitter is that it’s 
portable. Connect your account to your mobile phone  
or download an application that allows you to read 
Tweets on the go. 

 When you are comfortable with Twitter, you 
may want to start adding your own content to Twitte r 
by posting your own Tweets (this is called 
“tweeting” ). People may follow you (you will be 
notified of followers via an email) and they will s ee all 
of the Tweets that you share with them. 

 Use existing information (other people’s Tweets) 
on Twitter to show others what you care about. You 
can “Retweet” messages by hovering your cursor 
over a Tweet, and selecting the Retweet option. The  
Tweet will then be shared with all of your follower s. 
You can also  reply to a Tweet by finding the Tweet  
that you want to react to. Hover your mouse over 
their message and click the “Reply” option. 
Complete your reply Tweet in the box that pops up 
and click “Tweet” to send it. 

For access to many more helpful tips, please go to the 
Twit ter Help Pages located at http://
support.twitter.com/groups/31-twitter-basics . 

(**information provided by Twitter.com)  

 

THE  LOWDOWN  ON L INKED IN: 

What is LinkedIn? LinkedIn is a 
business-oriented social networking site mainly use d 
for professional marketing.  

How is it useful? Most people use LinkedIn to access 
other people in order to make a sale, form a 
partnership or get a job. It works well for this 
because it is an online network of more than 35 
million registered users, spanning 170 industries.                    

Tips for Getting Started:  

· Join LinkedIn and complete the overview 
information 

· Complete employment and education history 

· Add a profile summary 

 

Agricultural Twitter Accounts You May Want 
to Follow: 

@WheatPete (Peter Johnson, OMAFRA) 

@TraceyBaute (Tracey Baute, OMAFRA) 

@weathernetwork (The Weather Network) 

@cropdoc2 (Dave Hooker, Ridgetown Campus) 

@grainfarmers (Grain Farmers of Ontario) 

@HeartlandSCIA (Heartland SCIA!) 
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· Set your contact settings 

· Upload your contacts from your email client 

· Make introductions to connect via LinkedIn 

· Collect at least 3 recommendations from your 
‘network’ 

· Regularly monitor the Q&A section for questions 
you are able to answer 

· Add a profile picture (people with pictures are 
more likely to be contacted!) 

Go to the LinkedIn Help Center for answers to other  
questions - https://help.linkedin.com/  

 

TO B LOG  OR NOT TO B LOG , THAT IS THE QUESTION  

What is a blog? A blog is basically a journal that is 
available on the web. Blogs are organized 
chronologically so that the latest post is always 
displayed at the top of the blog. The activity of 
updating a blog is “blogging” and someone who keeps  
or maintains a blog is known as a “blogger”.  

Why should I follow a blog?  Blogs are an excellent 
way of keeping people in touch with what is current ly 
happening. Blogs not only include text updates but 
can also include pictures and videos of recent even ts. 
In most cases, you have the option to post comments  
on particular blogs. You can also search blogs for key 
words and topics. 

Sample Blogs: 

Heads Up on Current Ag Pest Issues - 

http://bautebugblog.com/  

Ontario Agriculture Blog -  

http://ontag.farms.com/profiles/blog/list  

 

GETTING  SMART WITH  SMARTPHONES  

What exactly is a Smartphone? It is a high-end 
mobile phone which is equipped with customized 
software for email, internet access, digital camera s, 
portable music players, GPS functions and many 
more options. The new smartphones essentially let 
you take your business with you anywhere. The 
most common brands of Smartphones include 
iPhone, BlackBerry, and Android. One of the 
neatest features about a Smartphone is the ability 
to download and install ‘apps’ (software 

applications designed for smartphones). There are a  
wide array of apps to choose from (some are free; 
others you pay a token amount for). Some excellent 
ag-related apps include: 

 

· WeatherEye Mobile (The Weather Network) 

· SellSmart (The Grain Farmers of Ontario) 

· Pulse News (News App for iPhones) 

· DTN / The Progressive Farmer (Ag News, 
Markets, & Weather) 

 

 Before you rush out and buy a smartphone, do 
some homework first. Make sure your service 
provider and network is strong in your area. 
Compare data plans and make sure the one you go 
with will meet your needs. Ask about reliability an d 
ruggedness of the unit itself and be sure to check out 
warranty and replacement options before you buy! 

Do Smartphones really have a place on the farm? 
Absolutely.  A smartphone will let you multi-task 
while you are in the field. For example, instead of  
waiting inside for an important email or phone call , 
you can be outside doing something constructive and  
receive those important emails and calls at the sam e 
time. After coming in from a long day in the field,  you 
won’t have to catch-up on missed phone calls/
emails. If you download a good app to your 
smartphone, you can also check real-time weather 
right from the field. In the end, a smartphone coul d 
be a real timesaver for you! 

 

Heartland is Online!  

�� eartland’s website is  http://hscia. word-
press.com/ .  The Member Services Pilot web-
site can be found at http://www.oscia. clover-

pad.org/ .  If you can’t login to the member website it is 
because I don’t have your email address.  Email me to 
correct that ( jacobsk@ live.ca ).  Have a Smartphone?  
Here are some QR codes. 

 

Heartland’s website Member Services website 
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Corn Maturity  and Harvest:  Challenges from Frost 

�� ate planting of a portion of the 2011 corn crop 
have some people concerned about the effects 
of a fall frost on a possibly immature corn 

crop. The minimum temperature of the frost event 
and the growth stage of the corn greatly influence 
the outcome. Alternative harvest strategies may nee d 
to be considered. 
  
A Fall Frost Defined 
 Most agronomists define a killing frost as –2°C 
for a few minutes or 0°C for a few hours. A killing  

frost may cause 
significant damage to 
the shank and stalk. 
Comparatively, a mild 
frost (less than a few 
h o u rs  a t  0 °C ) 
damages only leaf 
tissue. If the leaves 
are damaged, the 
plant can use energy 
and nutrients from 
the stalk to continue 
filling the ear and 
complete drydown. 
 When a killing 
frost occurs and the 
shank and stalk are 
damaged, the plant 
loses the ability to 

remobilize nutrients. The result is reduced yields,  
dockage due to lower test weights or off-colour, 
reduced harvest efficiency, wetter than desirable 
grain, and greater drying costs. Table 1 illustrate s 
the estimated effects of mild and killing frosts on  
yield by growth stage. It also includes an estimati on 
of days remaining until black layer – a point in th e 
life cycle where the crop experiences negligible   risk 
of yield loss. 
 
Harvest Considerations for Frost Damaged Corn 
 Harvest options vary depending on the severity 
of the frost, growth stage, and if markets are 
available for silage. Each operation needs to evalu ate 
the pros and cons of allowing the crop to dry to an  
acceptable level in the field compared to harvestin g 
or ensiling the crop at a greater than ideal moistu re 
level. A crop left in the field to dry is at  increased 
risk of yield loss from lodging, ear drop, and ear 
moulds. A crop that is harvested too wet will have 
greater drying costs and harvest losses from 
damaged kernels. Ensiling it too wet may result in 

decreased consumption and nutritional values. 
 
Grain. The effects of frost damage on corn are 
diminished as black layer approaches. If the damage  
occurs during the dough or early dent stage, grain 
moisture is likely above 35%, and therefore not 
feasible to combine. 
 Frost damage generally halts drydown for four 
to nine days. Normal drydown may resume, however, 
if warmer weather returns. 
 Wet corn is tough to thresh from wetter than 
normal cobs. The combine can be adjusted in several  
ways to help lower the risk of dockage due to broke n 
corn and excess foreign material.  To reduce the ri sk 
of storage moulds and adjust for moisture variation  
in the bin, harvested grain should be dried to 1 to  
2% lower than the normal 13 to 14% for long term 
storage. High temperature drying may be the most 
effective way to dry corn that is wetter than 26%, but 
it may cause immature kernels to discolour. 
 
Silage. If corn is in the milk, dough, or early dent 
stage and killed by a frost, it may be harvested fo r 
silage. Allow it to dry in the field until whole-pl ant 
moisture reaches 70 to 65% for horizontal bunker 
silos, 70 to 60% for bag silos, 67 to 62% for uprig ht 
concrete staves, or 60 to 50% for upright oxygen 
limiting structures. Corn left in the field is at a n 
increased risk for stalk lodging and ear and storag e 
moulds. If corn is damaged by a frost later in the 
dent stage, at around 50% milk line, the whole-plan t 
moisture is probably close to ideal for ensiling. I t 
should be ensiled soon after the frost, however, du e 
to the rapid loss of leaf tissue. 
 

30—Year Average First Fall Frost 
Date for Select Locations 

Ontario 

Barrie   September 16 
Hamilton   October 15 
London   October 8 
Ottawa   October 5 
Peterborough   September 20 
Windsor   October 22 
 

Quebec 

Chicoutimi   September 30 
Montreal   October 7 
Quebec   September 29 
Sherbrooke   September 10 
 
Source:  Environment Canada.  Data are calcu-
lated based on years 1961-1990.  http://
www.weatheroffice.gc.ca/canada_e.html 

Table 1.  Days to Maturity, Kernel Moisture Content , and 
Estimated Yield Loss from Frost by Corn Growth Stag e.�

Growth 
Stage �

Days to 
Maturity �

Kernel 
Moisture 
Content 

(%)�

Estimated Yield Loss �

Leaf 
Damage 

Only �

Stalk and 
Shank 

Damage �

Dough (R4) � 31-37 � 70 � 35 � 58 �
Full Dent 

(R5) � 20-23 � 50 � 26 � 45 �

Late Dent 
(F5) � 10-12 � 40 � 6� 12 �

Black Layer 
(R6) � 0� 30-35 � 0� 0�

Source:  Corn Growth and Management Guide A-1173, J une 1999, North Dakota State 
University Agriculture and University Extension wit h contributions from other sources.  
Values for yield losses are upper estimates.  

��  !��
�	
��
��
�
�
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Submitted by Gary Lannin of Monsanto 



�

HSCIA 8 Fall 2011 

Bugs in the Bin 
By Karen Dallimore 

�� here’s no point in producing great grain only 
to have it rejected because of live or dead bugs 
at the terminal or elevator. Elevators don’t 

want to infest their facility, even if it is only a nimal 
feed.  

 “These pests are a problem,” OMAFRA Engi-
neer Helmut Speiser told 250 participants at the 
2011 FarmSmart Expo in Elora.  

  Speiser has personal experience with 
bugs, battling Indian Meal Moth at home for two 
years. His wife said he brought it home from work, 
but regardless of the source, the telltale cobwebs are 
in the corn flakes.  

 At first you figure it’s just a moth, he said. The  
bugs like chocolate and oatmeal and they like nuts;  
they love granola bars and they’ll drill right thro ugh 
the packaging to get to them. Speiser talked to an 
exterminator who advised, You need to break the 
cycle, get rid of the stuff with larvae in it but a lso get 
rid of the adults or they’ll only breed more. 

 He brings the same advice to farmers: break 
the cycle. 

 Each pest has its own preferences. Some like 
sound grain, while some like broken kernels, or dus t 
or mold on the grain. Depending on what grain you 
have and how long you keep it, your risk is differe nt. 
You will have different issues if you keep grain fo r 
six months versus two years.  

 How do bugs find your bin? They follow the 
odour plume of the harvest, said Speiser; they smel l 
it: “Hey, Ed’s nice new wheat is in!” They will fin d 
your bin.  

 Sometimes the bugs aren’t visible but you’ll 
see the signs, like the webs left by the Indian Mea l 
Moth. Some bugs like to hide or maneuver through 
the lower portion of the bin, so you would use a bu g 
probe that you would shove in the bin at arm’s 
length, tie on a string and leave it for ten days. Simi-
larly a pit fall trap uses a bit of ground up clean  
grain for bait: bury it about 18 inches in the grai n 
and you’ll gather your enemy. 

 Do you know 
what a Granary Weevil 
looks like? How about a 
Saw-toothed Grain Bee-
tle, or a Confused Flour 
Beetle? They are the 
kind of pests that can 
cost you a load. The 

Indian Meal Moth and the 
Rusty Grain Beetle cause the 
biggest pest problems in On-
tario, said Speiser.  

 To examine your grain, 
use a sieve and a paper plate, 
sift the sample and see what 
falls out. Live bugs are quick 
and can make identification a 
bit of a challenge. Weevils are 
slimmer than beetles with a 
long snout for boring into 
seeds. The Rusty Grain Beetle 
is easy to identify with antennae as long as its bo dy 
and the Sawtoothed Grain Beetle has a distinctive 
jagged edge on the thorax. 

 If you find you have pests you can use fumiga-
tion if you want to sell the grain, or feed the con tam-
inated grain.  

 Fumigation is a process of displacing the air 
and filling the bin with fumigant, sealing it for t hree 
days then aerating the bin for three days. A specia l 
license is required to use fumigants, which are a r e-
stricted product. Blowing the fumigant in one side 
and out the other will not work, advised Speiser, a nd 
the grain has to be above 5 degrees Celcius for fum i-
gants to work.  

 Diatomaceous earth – ground up microscopic 
sea organisms – is a mild abrasive, composed pri-
marily of silica, which is used as a mechanical ins ec-
ticide. It physically scratches the outer skeleton of 
the insect, allowing body moisture to leave the bug , 
which then dries up and dies. It is very useful for  
treating empty bins.  

 Speiser suggests throwing about one coffee 
cup of diatomaceous earth in the fan of a 5,000-
bushel bin and when you see the cloud coming out, 
stop the fan. Make sure you have enough weight on 
the floor so you don’t float the floor during treat -
ment. Then, if you’re going to put in wheat, for ex -
ample, you can treat the whole bin or just put a la y-
er of treated wheat at the top and the bottom to pr o-
tect the middle.  

 Speiser warns however not to overuse diatoma-
ceous earth, which can make your grain sticky and 
plug augers. 

Photos:  left—a bug probe; right—sieving and identi fying 
bugs (photo credit Karen Dallimore) 
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 Heartland-Huron Meeting 

The Speakers (left to right) : Horst Bohner, 
Dave Hooker, Peter Sikema, Chris Gilliard, 
Scott Ambercrombie and Heather Engers. 

��  small, but enthusiastic group met at the Huron 
Research Farm near Exeter for the first (in a long 
time) meeting in Huron County early in July.   

 Horst Bohner started the day with a short chat on 
soybeans, with a lot of focus on rolling soybeans.  His 
advice is to roll, then plant, or wait until the be ans are up 
to avoid damage.  If you’re rolling after emergence  do it at 
the hottest time of the day to take advantage of wi lted, and 
therefore flexible, stalks. 

 Western Bean Cutworm was tackled by Chris 
Gilliard.  This is a new invasive pest to Southern Ontario, 
that’s spreading at an alarming rate. Trials have s tarted 
just this year, attempting to discover when peak mo nth 
flight it.  Peak month flight means peak egg laying  is an 
optimal time for spraying.    

 Peter Sikema covered glyphosate use in corn.  The 
advice similar to other years—yes, using enough 
glyphosate will leave your field clean, but please tank mix 
it to reduce the potential for resistant weeds.  Gl yphosate 
resistance is underestimated in Southern Ontario, a nd 
resistant weeds are intense and extraordinarily har d to 
remove. 

 Dave Hooker finished the morning by talking about 
the Smart II wheat trials.  Based on the intensive corn 
trials that occurred recently, Smart II is attempti ng to 
maximize yield by maximizing inputs.  Higher planti ng 
densities, more nitrogen and sulphur use and more 
fungicide use are all being assessed.   

 After lunch, the discussions moved inside and in t he 
direction of biomass crops.  Heather Engers gave an  
overview on biomass crops, and displayed biomass th at 
had been pelleted and formed into bricks.  She also  
identified some storage bins that are made with 
switchgrass, a biomass crop, that are available com ercially. 

 To finnish the day, Scott Ambercrombie of Gildale 
Farms, spoke about his experiences with small scale , on 
farm biomass pelleting. Ambercrombie highlighted 
Mycanthus as an excellent purpose-grown biomass cro p.  

  Thank you again to the speakers who helped make 
the event a success! 
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Farm$mart Expo 2011 

�� armSmart organizers assembled a 
comprehensive lineup of agronomic sessions 
for participants at this year’s FarmSmart 

Expo, held at the University of Guelph’s Elora 
Research Farm, and continued to break 
attendance records, attracting about 200 
participants for this year’s event. 

 
 FarmSmart Expo is a hands-on, in-field 
learning opportunity that provides progressive 
farm operators with leading-edge educational 
seminars and workshops to help them develop 
and advance their farm business operations. 

 
 The first FarmSmart Expo was held in the 
summer of 2004 and was initiated to offer farmers 
in southwestern Ontario a similar learning 
opportunity to what is offered through similar crop  
diagnostics days held at the Ridgetown and 
Kemptville College campuses. 

 

 “The University of Guelph’s Elora Research 
Station is an ideal location to host a hands-on, 
field demonstration such as FarmSmart Expo and 
it is a great opportunity for the farm community 
to visit and have an opportunity to interact with 
their peers and the research/extension 
community,” says Ian McDonald, the applied 
research coordinator with the field crop unit of 
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) and one of the event 
organizers. 

 
 The daylong event featured eight in-field 
crop diagnostics, demonstration sessions and 
research findings on a variety of topics, including  
spring canola management, “bugs” in your bins, 
how to avoid crop injury with pesticides, post-

plant nitrogen program 
options for corn, the 
benefits of starter fertilizer 
programs in low fertility 
soil, starter fertilizer 
strategies for soybeans, 
urban green bin compost 
and SMART wheat. 
 

 The two-day FarmSmart Expo also included a 
rural youth component — a daylong youth program 
that included hands-on activities, in-field 
demonstrations of on-farm situations and a tour of 
the nearby Mapleton Organics. 

 T h e  y o u t h 
components are included 
as part of the FarmSmart 
programming to promote 
agronomy and livestock 
skills to Ontario youth so 
they can develop the skills 
to take on a more active 
role on their farms, 
encouraging long-term interest in Ontario 
agriculture and keeping our sector strong for the 
future. 

 
 The FarmSmart organization started in 
1998 as a conference-only event geared to help 
educate farmers on new topics that might assist 
them to develop their farming operations. Since it 
was first introduced, the FarmSmart Conference 
has grown exponentially, attracting over 900 
people to the January 2011 event. 

 
 "By all accounts, participants report that 
this was the strongest program ever offered at 
FarmSmart Expo and this is thanks to our 
dedicated University of Guelph and OMAFRA crop 
agronomy teams who put the diagnostic plots 
together. We are grateful for their continued 
commitment to producers and FarmSmart Expo 
attendees certainly value their expert advice and 
opinions,” says Julia Whalen, FarmSmart co-chair 

 
 The University of Guelph, OMAFRA, the 
Golden Horseshoe and Heartland Regional Soil 
and Crop Improvement Associations, 4-H Ontario, 
the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association (OSCIA) and various agribusiness 
partners jointly organize the FarmSmart 
programs. 

�
 Media interest in the FarmSmart events 
continues to grow, with each the Guelph Mercury 
and the University of Guelph’s SPARK (Students 
Promoting Awareness of Research Knowledge) 
team on site for this summer’s event. 

 
 The next FarmSmart event will be the annual 
conference, scheduled for Sat. Jan. 21 at the 
University of Guelph. Information and program 
updates for the conference will be posted online at  
www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart and on Twitter at 
www.Twitter.com/GHSCIA.  

By Anne Howden-Thompson 

Photos:  left– Greg Stewart and post-plant nitrogen ; right—Chris 
Brown discusses compost application rates 
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The Ontario Forage Expo 

There are many more pictures from the Ontario Forag e Expo.  Over a hundred can be seen at http://
hscia.wordpress.com/ .  There is at least one picture of every machine t hat was demonstrated that day! 
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��n 2006 the Ontario Forage Council recognized a need  to 
promote the latest haying equipment by doing side-b y-
side, in-field demonstrations.  The Ontario Forage Expo 

allows producers to compare the results of numerous  
machines, all working in the same conditions.   

 The Ontario Forage Expo has rotated through numero us 
counties in South Western Ontario. It is always par tnered with 
a county or regional Soil and Crop Improvement Asso ciation. 
The OSCIA groups have a good network of producers i n each 
county, and an excellent connection with the Forage  Agri-
Business community in their respective areas.  

 The Ontario Forage Expo has grown in popularity, a nd 
has proven to be an excellent opportunity for both industry 
and producers.  The year’s event was held at the El ora 
Research Farm, and was attended by over 300 people.    

 This is a free event that is open to everyone, kee p an eye 
out for it next summer! 

 

Special thanks to Ray Roberston for his help with t his article. 

Photo credits to Matt Thompson from Stoltz Sales an d Service (Elmira) for the 
‘eye in the sky’ shots. �
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 Perth County Twilight Meeting 

Wellington County Twilight Meeting 

�� n the hottest day of the summer, members 
of the Wellington County SCIA met at Stuart 
Wright’s farm near Kenilworth for the 

annual Wellington County Twilight Meeting.   

  

 The tour began with Peter Johnson in a wheat 
field on Stuart’s farm.  Then everyone gratefully g ot 
back in their air conditioned vehicles (hopefully a ir 
conditioned!) to visit John Winger’s filed of wheat  
variety trials.  Rob McLaughlin of C&M seeds 
provided an overview of each variety, then the 
convoy proceeded to Bramhill Seeds near 
Palmerston where Henry Van Anka of the Grain 
Famers of Ontario provided some excellent advice 
on marketing.    

  

 The highlight of the evening was Peter 
Johnson’s presentation on farming in Europe.  
Peter traveled to England and France in June.  He 
shared what he learned about European wheat 
yields and farming practices.   
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�� t the Perth County Twilight Meeting  Bonnie 
Ball, Soil Fertility Specialist, Peter Johnson 
and Horst Bohner chatted about the corn, 

beans and wheat plots.  A long stop to admire 
Bohners plot planter, and the dialogue between 
Johnson and Horst kept things entertaining, and 
educational. 

 We retired to Huron Tractor to hear a 
fantastic presentation by Gord Surgeoner of 
Ontario Agri-Food Technologies.  He discussed 
alternative markets for agricultural products, 
focusing on how agricultural oils can replace crude  
oil in many manufacturing applications.   

�
The Perth SCIA Demo Site, Bonnie Hall talks 
about corn, Horst Bohner and Peter Johnson 

lead into the beans , Gord Surgeoner.  

“Keep on doing what you’ve always 

been doing, and you’ll keep on getting 
what you’ve always been getting.”        

   -G ord Surgeoner  
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From the Desk of Stuart Wright 

��'m going to touch on a lot of topics in this report  
because there's just a whole lot to talk about in 
the Soil and Crop world.   

 First let’s start with the OSCIA Summer 
Meeting hosted by Joan and James McKinlay of 
Georgian Central, smack dab on top of the beautiful  
Blue Mountain.  Top rate job by Joan showcasing a 
scenic and interesting part of the province.  What I 
found fascinating was the tours of the apple and 
potato growing operations, something out of the 
ordinary for a Wellington county lad.   

 In terms of the business session some 
interesting developments took place, with the visit  of 
Dr. Rob Gordon, Dean of OAC, being potentially the 
most significant.  He certainly seemed eager to 
expand the relationship between OSCIA and OAC.  It 
was decided that a pilot project would be undertake n 
to explore ways the two groups could bring value to  
one another.   

 There were reports from OSCIA staff with 
Andy Graham commenting on the EFP.  If you 
wanted some money I hope you had your ducks in a 
row.  

 Mike Terpstra is trying to streamline the 
Growing Your Farm Profits program so check with 
your local rep to see if it’s easier to enroll.   

 Steve Nadeau, IT guru, gave a report saying 
the decision to go with Apple technology could save  
us as much as $200,000 over the next few years.   

 Nick Betts and Bruce Kelly started the Wild 
Apricot program on the OSCIA website which is the 
way I registered for the summer meeting.  This coul d 
make it quite convenient to sign up for other 
meetings also (eg. FarmSmart) plus it had other 
applications.  And where did this excellent idea co me 
from?  The smart cookies in Perth County, that’s 
where.  Nice going boys.   

 Julie, Micheala and Kathleen in accounting 
had yet another clean audit.  These girls are sharp  
as tacks.  It looks like Harold Rudy and the rest o f  
the folks are doing their regular great job.   

 Next I'd like to pass around some more pats 
on the back, this time to everybody in Heartland 
Region.  Over the last while Perth County has ran 
their spring production meeting and their Twilight 
summer meeting, while we all helped out with 
FarmSmart Expo and the Heartland Huron Day.  
Wellington helped out with the Ontario Forage Expo 

and ran their Twilight Tour.  Wow, you are busy lit tle 
beavers.  Therefore I am bestowing on you the 
Provincial Directors Special Shiny Gold Star for 
Effort and Deportment (No Cash Value).  Good for 
you, boys and girls.  GOOD FOR YOU!!!  

 Now I'd like to take a minute to comment on 
Karen's fine article on David Frey, and to say 
something about what he and others like him have 
brought to our neighbourhood.  And while it 
certainly pertains to this community I'm sure 
wherever you're reading this, whether it be the far m 
country around Stratford or Clinton or Waterloo, 
there are people much the same where you live.  
People who don't dwell on what has been lost but se e 
only the abundance in what remains and by doing so 
provide inspiration for their friends and neighbour s.  
Having said that I'd now like to tell you something  
you already know, going on the assumption the 
absolute and abiding truth can never be spoken too 
often.  If we want to be happy, if there is to be a ny 
hint of authentic joy in our lives, these are the p eople 
we must take our lessons from.   

 Lastly and perhaps most importantly I am 
writing this just a few days after a tragedy struck  our 
region as Goderich was badly damaged by a tornado.  
I wish all the best to our members in Huron who liv e 
or have family and friends who live close by.  
Hopefully all of us have given some thought as to 
how we can support our friends in Huron County. 
  

Provincial Director 

 

Calling All Huron County Farmers! 

 

�� re you doing something interesting or 
unique on your farm?  Maybe you have a 
more traditional farm, but you are proud 

of what you do.  It’s time to spread the word.  In 
every issue of this newsletter a different farmer 
from a different county is featured.  Huron County 
is due for some feature space, so if you are 
interested, or know someone who might be, let me 
know!  

(Contact Karen Jacobs, 519-662-1505, jacobsk@live.c a) 
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�� ven apple trees, managed intensively with full 
feed and water through irrigation, benefit from 
the higher organic matter areas of the fields”.  

Wow!  That was a comment from Ken Wilson, the 
former OMAFRA Apple Specialist and now consultant 
speaking about Global Fruit an intensively managed 
apple production facility to the OSCIA Summer Tour.  
Very few of us on the tour had apple trees at home 
but we learned a lot that we could apply to our own  
operations.  This comment has stuck in my head 
since the tour.  If apple trees which want for noth ing 
still benefit from the organic matter in the soils then 
how much more effect does organic matter have on 
our crops which depend upon it for their survival. 

     Soil texture is what the glacier burped up on your 
property.  Soil structure is similarly influenced b y 
what was deposited but it refers to how all the 
particles are glued together to form the soil.  Org anic 
matter provides the glues which “stick” it all toge ther 
forming shapes that can hold water and air as well 
as the nutrient which the plants need.  This is the  
one that we can influence by our management 
practices.  When we refer to “soil health” it is 
generally soil structure that we are referring to.  Ever 
notice how the crops grow better over the tile line s 
both in a wet year but also during a drought.  The 
good soil structure that has been developed due to 
the better drainage not only gets rid of the excess  
water but also provides a better structure that can  
hold water available longer during the drought.   

     So how do we get this “good soil structure” or  
“healthy soil” as it is commonly called.  It is sor t of 
like going to the doctor’s office for your yearly 
checkup and being told that you need to change your  
lifestyle.  Less salt, less fat and much more exerc ise!  
There isn’t something in a pill or magic potion tha t 
will immediately fix it.  Crop rotation is the “lif estyle 
change” that is needed to improve soil health.  A 

good crop rotation that should include forages in  

some form and a change of crop type to breakup 
weed, disease and insect cycles will do the most to  
improve soil health and thus crop production.  Just  
think of your dairy farmer neighbours and how good 
their crops are.  They are seldom tempted to vary 
from a good crop rotation by high crop prices, the 
forage component is locked in and it shows in good 
consistent yields.  These are the fields that are 
“weather proofed” the most during any of the 
weather extremes that we experience.   

     We did experience those extremes all this 
summer.  It brings to mind the saying that “Things 
are never as good as you hope or as bad as you fear .”  
We had floods this spring followed by drought in mi d
-summer.  While we don’t have the “bin-busters” of 
last year, yields for the most part are respectable .  
While there was erosion damage, it was lessened in 
this area by our good crop rotations which are 
mandated by our climate, topography, and inclusion 
of livestock in many of our operations.  It wasn’t the 
year that you would pick to show the area off but i t 
still was respectable. 

     The other two farms that we toured on the OSCI A 
Summer Tour were the farms of Wiley family and the 
Tupling Family Farms.  Brian and Jon have both 
won the Ontario Canola Challenge for high yields 
and consistently harvest great crops.  Their attent ion 
to the details and to a good crop rotation are the 
foundation for this.  Bert Tupling showed us their 
potato production, storage and packaging operation.   
He has long been a proponent of crop rotation and 
keeping the ground covered all year.  This allows t he 
soil to produce well and recover quickly if harvest  
conditions turn less than ideal.  I think that we 
showed people a very good argument for managing 
crop rotations and soil health.  

Building a Firm Foundation with Crop Rotation 
By Joan McKinley, OSCIA President-Elect 

Goderich Disaster Relief Available 

�� pplication forms to receive disaster relief 
for homeowners, business owners, 
business tenants, residential tenants, 

farmers and non-profit organizations are now 
available for pickup at the Municipal Offices in 
Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh, Central Huron and 
The Town of Goderich.  They are also available at 

the Goderich Public Library, Tourism Goderich, 
Maitland Recreation Centre and the Huron 
Chamber of Commerce of East Street.  The 
deadline for submissions is 4:00pm , Friday 
October 28th, 2011.  Contact Duncan Jewell for 

more information (519-524-8558 &"�
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Special Thanks to our Major Agribusiness Sponsor: 

“Even you [Peter} can see a difference 
in these treatments!” - Horst Bohner 

at the Perth Twilight Meeting 

Smelling the compost at FarmSmart Attacking the fresh cut hay at the 
Forage Expo 

“The Kitchen Sink [treatment] hardly 
ever pays, but always looks good” - 

Peter Johnson 

Matt Thompson from Stoltz Sales 
and Service (Elmira)  at the Ontario 

Forage Expo 

Waiting for the Forage Expo to start 

Not even farmers like white milk Wellington County Twilight Meeting Horst Bohner at the Heartland-Huron 
Meeting 


