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William Miller standing by some of the test 
plots on his farm near Milverton.  This trial is 

assessing nitrogen applications on winter 
wheat.  Miller has always prioritized learning 

about innovative approaches to farming. 

William Miller, A True Life Long Learner  
Glenmiller Farms, Milverton 

Huron SCIA 
Perth SCIA 

Waterloo SCIA 
Wellington SCIA 

OSCIA Mission Statement  
 
To facilitate responsible, 
economic manageme nt of soil, 
water, air and crops through the 
development and communication 
of innovative farming practices. 
 

For more information visit: 
www.ontariosoilcrop.org  
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The Heartland SCIA Newsletter is 
distributed four times a year to 
subscribers of the Soil and  Crop 
Improvement Associations in Huron, 
Perth, Waterloo and Wellington 
counties.  If you are interested in 
receiving this newsletter, or if you 
need to change an address, please 
contact the editor, Karen Jacobs.  
Comments, ideas, sponsorships and 
articles are welcome. 

I would like to introduce myself as 
Heartland’s new Regional 
Communications Coordinator.  Since 
starting this position I have kept very 
busy learning about all the things Jacquie 
Bishop has been doing, and wondering 
how I will ever remember it all!  She’s 
done a great job, and left some high 
standards to be maintained.   
 
If you live in the Kitchener- Waterloo area 
you may recognize my name as I worked 
with the biosolids pro gram for several 
years.  I have taken some time off to start 
a family, but missed working, so here I 
am.  The best, and worst, part of this job 
is that I work from home.  I get to spend 
time with my kids, but if you call you will 
hear them in the background! 
 
I am pleased to announce our field day in 
Huron County.  We will have a great day 
at the Huron Research Farm looking at 
plots and listening to some great 
speakers.  After lunch we will learn about 
growing and utilizing biomass.    Check 
out page six in  this newsletter for more 
information.  I hope to see you there! 
   
I am looking forward to working with 
everyone.  Please feel free to contact me 
anytime. 
 
Karen  

Editorial  



    

HSCIA  2 June 2011 

William Miller – The Life-Long Learner and Sharer  
 
William Miller farms with his son 
Patrick on a second-generation 
family farm near Milverton.  Miller 
also has two daughters, Robin and 
Kathryn.  The Miller family cash 
crops their land, and grows some 
hay.  At one time, Miller also bred 
bouvier dogs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to his farming, Miller 
also worked at Syngenta for over 30 
years. As a Territory Manager, he 
provided agronomic and retail 
services, pest identification and 
farmer support, among other things.  
As a result, he is a well-known 
person, particularly in the Heartland 
region of Huron, Perth, Waterloo 
and Wellington counties.  Although 
he officially stopped working for 
Syngenta in 2007, he still does some 
contract work with seed treatments 
as a part of the Seed Care program. 

Working off the farm, Miler learned 
how to take a different approach to 
his farming.  He was exposed to new 
products, techniques and 
information and had the opportunity 
as a Territory Manager to arrange 
for large-scale trials to assess these 
innovations.  After seeing how the 
innovations performed in several 
field situations he could then advise 
his customers on their use.   
 
For over 20 years, Miller has also 
been active with the Ontario Soil 
and Crop Improvement Association, 
and has become much more active 
since his retirement from Syngenta.  
He is currently the President of the 
Perth SCIA, and Vice Chair of the 
Heartland SCIA.  With the OSCIA 
Miller is continuing in a similar role 
as at Syngenta; trying to be 
proactive about crop development, 
marketing and new machinery.  He 
also strives to distribute this 
information within the agricultural 
community. 
 
On his own farm, Miller does a few 
things differently than many 
farmers. As the price of crop 
residues (straw and corn stalks) 
dropped, Miller began spreading the 
residues onto the fields instead of 
baling them.  This has the benefit of 
increasing the organic matter in the 
soil, but can interfere with the no-
till planting of corn.  To resolve this 
problem, Miller did a trial use of an 
Amazone to lightly till the soil before 
planting corn.  The Amazone gently 
discs the field, and then uses a 
press wheel to smooth the soil, 
leaving the field ready to plant. 
 
On his farm there are often several 
trials being done.  Miller pointed out 
 one OMAFRA trail testing nitrogen 
rates and application timings in 

The home farm sign shows the crops 
that have been Miller’s career, and the 

dogs that were his hobby.  
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winter wheat.  This year he is 
working with Alpine Liquid Plant 
Food on new forms of foliar nitrogen 
applications. A new precision 
planter from International Harvester 
was used in a large-scale trial for 
planting soybeans.  The results will 
be compared to other fields planted 
with Miller’s present air seeder.   
 
Miller has also become involved as a 
crop consultant in the Harvest for 
Hunger project.  They are aiming to 
raise $200 000 for the Foodgrains 
Bank.  This project is hoping to 
accomplish more that just 
fundraising though.  The 160 acre 
soybean field near Monkton is also 
being videotaped to capture soybean 
production from late April until 
harvest.  This footage will be used in 
schools to demonstrate the 
challenges Ontario Farmers face 
getting a high quality crop for sale in 
the food industry.  They will also be 
trying to set a world record while 
harvesting this field.  The target 
harvest time is five minutes, which 
will require every combine they can 
lay their hands on. 
 
Miller believes that marketing is one 
of the biggest challenges facing 
today’s farmers.  He believes that 
farmers need help identifying new 

markets and finding higher value 
markets, as it is not possible for 
Canadian farmers to compete with 
those in the USA.  Building long and 
short term marketing strategies 
could be a way to deal with the ever-
changing marketing environment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From the family farm to working at 
a major agricultural company then 
returning to a grass roots 
organization like OSCIA, Bill Miller 
has always been involved in Ontario 
agriculture.  He has always 
prioritized learning about innovative 
approaches to farming, and sharing 
his findings for the benefit of 
everyone.

If you would like to help with the Foodgrains Bank Harvest for Hunger please 
visit their website, http://www.foodgrainsbank.ca/h arvest_for_hunger.aspx  

A view of the home farm, now dedicated 
to cash crops.  

Horst Bohner, OMAFRA soybean specialist and Heartla nd’s 
own OMAFRA representative, has won the T. R. Hillia rd 
Award for Distinguished Agricultural Extension.  Th e award 
recognizes people who are making significant cont ributions 
in agricultural extension in the province of Ontari o.  
Congratulations Horst!   

 

Bohner Wins T. R. Hilliard Distinguished Ag. Extens ion Award  
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OK Huron, here it comes. No tap 
dancin’, no pussyfootin'. It's the 
massive, gigantic, large, sloppy, 
whoppin', Big Sales Pitch.  Subject 
in question would be the revival of a 
Board of Directors in your fair 
county.  Before you turn the page or 
bury our lovely Heartland Newsletter 
at the bottom of the Blue Box, just 
hear me out. 
 
If you’re asking yourself what the 
reasons would be to take on the 
challenge of this revival, I think I 
can present several. First of all, let 
me begin by buttering you up (a key 
element to any sales pitch).  In my 
travels around Huron County, three 
things always impress me: the 
quality of the farmland, the quality 
of the farmers and the excellence of 
the ag-businesses.  That makes this 
a county that would make any farm 
organization want to have as strong 
a presence as possible.  Add in the 
fact that it's an area blessed with 
exceptional natural beauty and you 
can understand that OSCIA, with its 
emphasis on agronomic 
performance combined with respect 
for the environment, would have an 
extra level of interest.  
 
Heartland Region has managed 
without an executive in Huron for 
some time, making decisions as  
 
 

best we can.  But to not offer you an 
opportunity to be involved is without 
question disrespectful, and we want 
you to know your input is  
valuable.  Huron is one of the 
largest users and supporters of the 
EFP and I'm sure many from there 
have gone to FarmSmart events.  
These are two areas where you 
could give ideas that might improve 
the programs. Of course where you 
could have the greatest effect is 
within your own county organizing 
meetings and events for your own 
friends and neighbours.  
 
If you think you might have trouble 
getting ideas for meetings and 
events let me tell you a couple of 
things.  It's surprising how the ideas 
start to flow when you get a small 
group around a table.  If you're still 
stuck use the resources of OSCIA. 
Read newsletters from other regions. 
Check out the OSCIA website. You'll 
find lots of things to try like combine 
clinics, tech days, twilight tours and 
whatever clever plans your brains 
can concoct.  
 
So if you have been blessed with 
natural curiosity and a desire to 
contribute to your farm community 
please consider becoming part of a 
new board of directors in Huron 
County. You could play a part in 
making a great place even greater.

 
 

From the Desk of Stuart Wright 
Heartland’s Provincial Director 
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  March April May March to May   

 2006  63 69.5 93.5 226  

 2007  33.9 61.2 74 169.1  

 2008  52.5 46.5 62.5 161.5  

 2009  59 113.5 80.5 253  

 2010  62.9 37 51.2 151.1  

 2011  91.6 91.6* 119.1 302.3  
 *no data Apr 21, 2011 www.theweathernetwork.com/index.php   
 

It’s been wet! 
Rain data from New Hamburg  
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Even the lawn mowers are leaving 
ruts in the grass!  We have been 
kept out of the fields for the past 
two weeks with rain and insulated 
coverall weather and still the plants 
that were planted are growing.  
Aren’t plants amazingly resilient?  
We even had a flood and we are on 
top of the Blue Mountain so that 
was quite a surprise.  Many years of 
crop rotations and care of the soil 
got washed down the river but not 
as much as would have gone if we 
hadn’t been looking after it.  As you 
watch the weather channel and talk 
to farmers across the province you 
realize that it could have been much 
worse.  We can only imagine what it 
is like to be farming in Manitoba.   
 
There is a saying that the best 
fertilizer for a crop is the footsteps of 
the owner across the soil.  As you 
are out scouting your fields 
remember that your attention to the 
details does pay back in healthier 
crops and helps you to catch 
problems early when you can do 
something about them.  We have 
just found that some of our later 
planted canola has not survived the 
onslaught of flea beetles, slugs and 
other vermin that feed on small 
canola plants but at least we can 
save most of the fields.  A fellow that 
I used to work with said three things 
have to come together to make 
something happen.  You can make 
one mistake or you can weather a 
cold spell but if three things come 
together …    Our task is to try to 
eliminate as many “things” as 
possible.  Everyone puts the same 
amount of basic work into growing a 
crop but it is those who work to 
finish the details that have the 
heaviest payloads at the elevator.   
 
 
 

 
In Grade 13 French we read a 
child’s book, “The Little Prince”.  He 
constantly was controlling the 
baobab trees (the bad things of life) 
that would slowly take over his 
home if he wasn’t diligent.  He 
traveled around trying to learn 
about life but always had to return 
home to weed out the baobab trees 
before they choked out everything.  
French didn’t come easy and we had 
a smart teacher to give us this book.  
After you worked your way through 
the simple (but not to us) language 
of the book you had an interesting 
story to ponder.  In fact these many 
years later as I weed the gardens or 
work in the fields I understand even 
more the importance of the work 
that “the Little Prince” was doing 
and learning.  Details are important.  
My mother would be so proud that I 
finally get it!  It’s not only knowing 
what needs to be done but actually 
doing it that counts. 
 
We are looking forward with 
anticipation to hosting the OSCIA 
Summer Tour at our farm and in 
our area this August.  It is an 
honour and an opportunity to bring 
people from across the province to 
our area so that they will have a 
better understanding of agriculture 
in our area.  It is a chance to 
showcase our strengths and to 
discuss the challenges that we face.  
This tour travels around the 
province to the home area of the 1 st 
Vice President.  Over the years you 
gain a much better understanding of 
the diversity of Ontario agriculture 
and how we all face many similar 
challenges.  This strengthens the 
decision making abilities of the 
executive and directors of the OSCIA 
when dealing with issues by 
providing better understanding and 
lines of communication.   

Joan McKinlay’s Contemplations 
The 1 st  Vice President’s Report 
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Heartland Soil and Crop Improvement Association 
 

HEARTLAND -H URON MEETING  
 

July 8, 2011 from 10am to 2pm 

 
At the Huron Research Station 

70257 Airport Line, Exeter 
 

Morning Speakers and Plot Tour 
Horst Bohner and Dave Hooker Soybean production iss ues for 2011:    

management to maximize yield and 
economic returns 

Chris Gilliard Dry bean agronomy and pest 
management 

Peter Sikema Herbicide use in edible beans, RR corn  
and/or spring cereals 

 
Afternoon Discussion  

All About Biomass Crops by Nick Betts and Guests 
 

Representatives from Case IH, HJV, John  

Representatives from Case IH, HJV, John Deere and N ew 
Holland will be there too! 

 
$10, includes lunch and coffee 

.  
 Please RSVP to Karen Jacobs if you wish to attend:   519-662-1505   jacobsk@live.ca 
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Save the Date!  Details of FarmSmart Expo Announced  
 

 
 
Farmers and agribusiness personnel 
will want to circle Thursday, July 14 
on their calendar and be sure to 
attend the FarmSmart Expo to hear 
the latest in agronomy news from 
members of the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) crop agronomy unit and 
the University of Guelph’s research 
departments. 
 
FarmSmart Expo provides 
progressive farm operators and agri-
business people with leading-edge, 
hands- on diagnostics to help them 
develop and advance their farm 
business operations. 
 
“Take a drive, bring a colleague and 
build your knowledge. We encourage 
you to commute to give yourselves 
the opportunity to discuss the 
learnings on the ride home,” says 
Ian McDonald, OMAFRA’s applied 
research coordinator and one of the 
event organizers. “The OMAFRA and 
University of Guelph teams have put 
together a number of wide-ranging 
diagnostics to help you identify 
common problems, with a look at 
emerging new technologies and 
innovations.” 
 
As an example, last year FarmSmart 
Expo participants were the first to 
see the custom-designed Automated 
Tire Inflation (ATI) unit in action. 
The customized Nuhn manure  

 
tanker can deflate tires in two 
minutes, with the goal to cut it 
down to 30 seconds so that farmers 
can adjust tire pressure depending 
on whether they are in the field or 
travelling on the road. The unit was 
designed to reduce soil compaction 
from heavy equipment in the field 
and made its debut at last year’s 
FarmSmart Expo. 
 
This year the University of Guelph’s 
Elora Research Station is also host 
for the popular Ontario Forage Expo 
(www.ontarioforagecouncil.com ), 
which will be held on Wednesday, 
July 13, one day in advance of 
FarmSmart Expo. Organizers say 
presenting the two first-class 
agricultural summer educational 
events on consecutive days will 
allow farmers the opportunity to 
package these informative days as a 
short get away in scenic and historic 
Elora. 
 
This year’s FarmSmart Expo will be 
held Thursday, July 14, 2011 at the 
University of Guelph Elora Research 
Station, 6182 2nd Line, Elora (south 
of Elora, one block west of County 
Road 7). Sign in begins at 8:45 am. 
The first session starts at 9:30 am 
and the last session is scheduled to 
conclude at 4 pm. 
 
Registration fee is $50 for OSCIA 
members, $65 for non-members and 
includes lunch and a one-year 
membership in your local soil and 
crop improvement association. 
Walk-in registrations welcome, 
although lunch not guaranteed. 
Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) 
Continuing Education Credits have 
been applied for. 
A special program is also planned 
for rural youth on the following day, 
Friday, July 15. The day-long youth 
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program features barn tours, hands-
on activities and in-field 
demonstrations of on-farm 
situations. This is an excellent 
opportunity for a club meeting, a 
makeup session or a club/county 
field trip. Non-4H members 
welcome. Registration fee: $15, 
includes lunch. Walk-ins welcome, 
lunch not guaranteed. Sign in 
begins at 9 am. First session begins 
at 9:30 am, last session concludes 
at 3:30 pm. 
 
To register for either day call 1-877-
424-1300. Information and program 
updates are posted online at 
www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart . 

Updates will also be posted on 
Twitter @soilandcrop. 
FarmSmart Expo is offered by the 
Golden Horseshoe and Heartland 
Regional Soil and Crop Improvement 
Associations, in partnership with 
the University of Guelph, OMAFRA, 
4-H Ontario and the agri-business 
community, including platinum 
sponsors Bayer CropScience 
Canada, DeKalb Seeds, EthoSolar 
Inc., Farm Credit Canada, Grain 
Farmers of Ontario, Pioneer Hi-Bred 
Limited Canada, Syngenta Crop 
Protection Canada and Syngenta 
Seeds Canada Inc. 
 
 
 

 

Coming Events in the Heartland Region 
 

July 8 – Heartland Huron Meeting at the University of Guelph Huron Research  
Station , Exeter.  Email jacobsk@live.ca  or 519-662-1505.  See pg 6.  

 
July 12 – Canola Crop Tour at Mike Schill’s Farm , Arthur.   

www.ontariocanolagrowers.ca 
 
July 13 – Ontario Forage Expo at the University of Guelph Elora Research  

Station , Elora.  www.ontarioforagecouncil.com  or 1-877-892-8663. 
 
July 14– FarmSmart Expo at the University of Guelph  Elora Research  

Station , Elora.  www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart  or Twitter @soilandcrop .  
See pg 7, back cover and insert. 
 

July 15 – 4H FarmSmart Youth Day at the University of Guelph Elora Research  
  Station , Elora.  www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart .  
 
July 20 – Perth County SCIA Twi-Light Meeting at th e Perth County Soil and  

Crop Research Farm , Mitchell.  See pg 10. 
 
July 21 – Wellington County SCIA Twi-Light Meeting in Minto Township   

jfwinger@everus.ca  519-338-3738 
 
September 13-15 – Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show at Can ada’s Outdoor Park ,  

Woodstock.  www.outdoorfarmshow.com . 
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The annual Perth Production Day 
was held at the Palmerston Legion 
on Wednesday March 30 th , 2011.    
Nearly 90 people came to hear what 
our speakers had to say. 
 
Greg Stewart, OMAFRA Corn 
Specialist, started the day by 
discussing nitrogen management for 
corn.  Stewart compared several 
application methods, but stressed 
that a spring application of nitrogen 
that is incorporated into the soil will 
maximize the amount of nitrogen 
available for the corn crop. 
 
A presentation on Cruiser Maxx and 
Proseed seed treatments for cereals, 
presented by Rob McLaughlin of 
C&M Seeds, followed.  Cruiser Maxx 
with Proseed seems to increase 
plant vigour while limiting seed 
borne fusarium diebacks.  In a 

stressful year this can significantly 
increase spring cereal yields.  
 
Ian McDonald of OMAFRA 
introduced smartphones, such as  
the Blackberry or iphone.  Despite 
the potential of carrying an “office in 
your pocket”, very few farmers are 
currently using smartphones.  
McDonald demonstrated the ease of 
quickly identifying unknown weed 
species, checking the price of corn 
at your local elevator or geotaging 
locations of broken tile drains.   
 
Peter Johnston, OMAFRA Wheat 
Specialist, Horst Bohner, OMAFRA 
Soybean Specialist and Rob 
Templeman of the Huron Research 
Station were dubbed ‘The Three 
Smarts’, and led a feisty open 
question period.  Topics ranged from 
planting densities to the theoretical 
benefits of corn fungicides.     
 
Crop marketing, presented by 
Richard Vyn from Ridgetown College 
finished the day.  Vyn demonstrated 
the results of a marketing model 
that used historical price trends to 
indicate how and when could be the 
best time to sell a crop.  Vyn’s 
research indicates that as marketing 
is very complex, having a flexible 
marketing strategy will help 
maximize profits. 
  

The day was a great success.  Thank 
you to all the speakers and to all the 
SCIA members who attended this 
event.   We hope to see you all again 
next year! 

Crop Smart Talks - Perth Production Da y  

Ian McDonald chats about smartphones at 
the Perth Production Day 
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Soybean Trials - Horst Bohner - OMAFRA Soybean Spec ialist 
Wheat Trials - Peter Johnson - OMAFRA Cereal Specia list 
Corn Trials - Greg Stewart - Corn Specialist with O MAFRA 
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Pre-registration is required for all workshops. 
Call your workshop leader to register today. 
Workshops will start at 9:30 am 

Wellington Elora Friday, June 17 Friday, June 24 

Waterloo Linwood Tuesday, June 7 Tuesday, June 14 

County Town Day 1 Day 2 

Huron Clinton Friday, July 8 Friday, July 15 

Contact: Lois Sinclair 519-357-3146 huron@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Perth - No workshops scheduled at this time 

Contact: Kate Proctor 519-887-8951 perthGYFP@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Contact: John Benham 519-846-0941 wellington@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Contact: Liz Samis 519-638-3268 waterlooGYFP@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Workshops Now Available 

www.ontariosoilcrop.org
Growing Forward, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Start the business planning process by 
attending this FREE two-day interactive workshop. 
You will: • Assess business management practices 

· Determine priorities and key goals 
· Develop realistic action plans 

Learn about cost-share funding opportunities 

Clinton Tuesday, Aug. 2 Tuesday, Aug. 9 

Clinton Friday, Sept. 30 Friday, Oct. 7 

Elora Friday, Sept. 9 Friday, Sept 16 

Elora Thursday Nov. 3 Thursday Nov. 10 

Tuesday, Nov. 8 Tuesday, Nov. 15 

Wellington Elora Wednesday, July 13 Wednesday, July 20 

Waterloo Potential workshop late in July. 
Please call Frank if you are interested. 

Contact: Frank Kains 519-742-4591 waterloo@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Pre-registration is required for all workshops. 
Call your workshop leader to register today. 

County Town Day 1 Day 2 

Huron Clinton Thursday, July 21 Thursday, July 28 

Contact: Lois Sinclair 519-357-3146 huron@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Perth Perth Tuesday, June 7 Tuesday, June 14 

Contact: Sharon Diehl 519-595-4896 perth@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Contact: John Benham 519-846-0941 wellington@ontariosoilcrop.org 

Date for year 4 of the COFSP Grant Application is
September 15, 2011. To apply you must have a current,

deemed appropriate, EFP for your farm.

Producers are invited to attend free EFP (Third Edition)
Workshops to learn more about best management

practices, develop an action plan for their farm and get
details on cost-share programs that may be available.

Canada-Ontario
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)

Workshops Now Available 

www.ontariosoilcrop.org
Growing Forward, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Clinton Thursday, Aug. 25 Thursday, Sept. 

Perth Wednesday, Aug. 24 Wednesday, Aug. 31 



    

 

 
 

 

 
 
 


