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New Look OSCIA Web Site

www.ontariosoilcrop.org

It is well worth a visit to the revamped
OSCIA web site. It is now far more interg
tive and easier to use. By visiting the we
site you get an overview of just all the prg
jects and activities that OSCIA is involvec
in. Crop Advances is the summary yearly
and historically of the research and demg
stration projects completed in the differen
areas. It not only gives the results of the
tests but also highlights what is of interes
these areas. You can search the results |
get to just the information that you want.
The site also provides a news feed that h

1Irights news stories of interest to agriculture
{inks to other related organizations and der
itails about our programs — Environmenta
[Farm Plan and Grow Your Farm Profits.

Eurther cropping information is available

the sites www.gocorn.net,
www.gocereals.ca, www.gosoy.ca and

www.goforages.ca. There is a whole world

of information available out there then at-
tend your local Soil and Crop meetings tac
discuss how this information adapts to yo
area.
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(Continued from page 1)

Les Frayne, who is a long-time volunteer with
SHARE (Sending Help and Resources Everywhere)
which has projects in Belize. The foundation pro-
vides funding, guidance and expertise to community
based agricultural projects. Les has visited Reliz
many, many times and has the connections with the
local people. These students embraced this opportt
nity to study agriculture in another country. This
small country is very diverse with incredible castis
as there were the very modern and progressive farrr
ers and then there were the Mayan communities tha
live within the basic necessities in life. Theselb
ding future farmers from Ontario visited it allanpe-
riod of 8 days.

e of the Maya
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Mayan Village, San Miguel: The Ridgetown excur-
sionists went to live in a Mayan community. Thi#f se
sufficient village of 560 people was surrounded by
luscious green rolling hills. The villagers lived
thatched roof huts that consisted of a stove, a bed
hammocks, wooden stools, a round table, and a

wooden desk where the ladies got food ready far the &

meals. The “hotel” was a thatched roof hut witimkou
beds inside accessorized with mosquito nets draped
over the beds. Outside there were pigs, chickens,
cows and horses meandering around the village.
They toured the corn milling building where all the
women would go daily to crush the corn for their to
tillas which is a staple in their diets. The gpayot
the opportunity to make tortillas, morning, lunaida

supper. Without the luxuries of hydro and modern
equipment, these people were happy, optimist and
proud people.

These Ma-
yan farm-
ers had 30
acres of
farmland
leased
from the
govern-
ment. The
land was
predomi-
nately clay with a good amount of organic matted 3
plenty of moisture. The area was not tractor-frlgnd
as the land consisted of rolling hills. For plagtthe
workers used sticks 2 inches in diameter that ean v
in height with a sharpened point for digging/cagvin
holes into the dirt. Depending on the crop being
planted, the seed amounts can vary for each hbke.
current corn and bean seeding rates were 4 per ho
The farmers’ method of weed control and mainte-
nance is using a machete. They were informed tha
the workers could only use machetes, as a burn do
method could not be stopped, because there isgim
too much plant matter that is too dry. By using the
machetes for weed control, the plant matter woeld
left to fertilize the soil and give the nutrientadk to
the soil. To add nitrogen to the corn crop, theuls

A Corn Crop in Belize

Clearing Land with a machete to grow crops!

(Continued on page 4
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(Continued from page 3)

plant beans which allowed
the plant matter to become
fertilizer for the corn. The
Macona beans are popular to
grow as they are a good prq
ducing crop that contained
lots of seeds and is easy to
harvest. Corn is grown for
feed, and the white corn is grown for tortillas. On
other sections of land, the farmers grow all thgeve
tables that the community needed to feed theirfami
lies.

In the Mayan community, the group experienced a
Christmas concert. The pride, enthusiasm, and ex-
citement was overwhelming as every student had
their opportunity to shine on stage. The entire-com
munity came together to enjoy a night of entertain-
ment, but more importantly support and nurture the
future, their children.

“We were welcomed into not only a community,
but into their giant family. We were given the
opportunity to learn, to watch, and to join in.
That is how our memories of this trip were cre-
ated’ (kayla Bishop)

There are similarities of issues between this fagmi
community and ours. Rising costs of feed, forrthei
pigs and cattle is a real concern as well as enviro
mental worries. Unlike here in Ontario, thereds n

availability of financing for farm projects or aitea-
tive sources for water. Every tiny environmental
change had a profound impact on this community’s
lifestyle.

Running W Ranch, is the biggest ranch in Belize
which includes a herd of cattle, flock of sheegdfe
mill and meat shop. The thousand head of catte co
sisted of Nelore which is a Brazilian Brahma breed.
The ranchers started using crosses to improve the
quality and marbling of their meat. This meat goes
straight to some of the high end hotels to be sktoe
foreign visitors. The cattle were rotated throulgd t
pastures every seven days and back to the same pas-
ture in 21 days. Two hundred cattle were pastored
eighty acres at one time. Molasses which is a by-
product from the sugar mill and urea is mixed to-
gether to promote extra gain.

The 200 head flock of sheep consisted of Barbado
Black Bellies (hair sheep) crossed with a Dorper
(wool breed). They sell at a live weight of approx
mately $2.50 per pound Belizean dollars and a ready
to eat price of $6.00 per pound. The sheep wete fe
elephant grass which is chopped up and mixed with
minerals. They were housed in a wooden slat barn
which seemed to work well as it kept the sheeprcle
which resulted in fewer illnesses and diseasesir The
demand seemed to be a steady without the seasonal
spikes that is experienced in Canada.

oD

(Continued on page 5)




(Continued from page 4)

Spanish Lookout, A Mennonite Community: This
community resembled the St. Jacobs, Ontario area ¢
the buildings were modern, the land was developed
and houses were more consistently spread out. Ma
of the original Mennonite farmers in Belize origliya
lived in Manitoba! The one family that they visited
had some of their children living in Ontario in the
Aylmer and St Jacobs area. (Small World)

Within the progressive Mennonite community, the
group touredReimers Feed Mill. The manager of the
mill is also the vet for Spanish Lookout as weltlaes
artificial insemination (A.l.) technician who teash
A.l. to the people in the area who are interesteti-
ficial insemination has not been used until regentl
because it was against the Mennonite beliefs, but
some of them are changing their views.

The 50 year old mill has seen many changes over th
years. Today, the mill is self-sufficient as it guces

its own hydro using diesel power. In the first few
years, the feed would be mixed by hand, using shov
els. There would be two men, one right handed and
one left handed and they would each shovel into the
middle where it would be mixed and then shoveled
into the bags. Now they use an auger to transéer th
corn and soybean meal into the mixer after it is
weighed. Molasses is added using high pressuresho
and mineral concentrate is dumped in by hand. The
bagging process is very labour intensive still.eTh
corn, soybeans and molasses are all grown loaally i

Belize. The only part of the feed that is not natio
the country is the mineral concentrate, that isighd
in from Sanford feed company in Florida. They ar¢
very committed to using Belizean grown feed to h
support the local farmers. The majority of thedfee
that is sold in bulk is to farmers that live wittarb
mile radius.

P

Mennonite Farms:

Thelayer barns were open on all sides, with chicke
wire all around. The birds were fed in a troughtios
outside limits of the barn. The floors that theelesy
were on sloped in towards the middle of the barn
where there was a path for the farmer to colleet th
eggs. The barn was built on stilts, raised up 6 faret
so all of the manure would fall on the ground belo
the barn.

A1%
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Broiler operations also were open barns with

chicken wire around the side walls. It had a doof
and metal feeders that are filled by hand, andlaipp
drinkers for water. To cool the barn on days that t
temperature reached over 100 degrees F, there a
two large fans and a misting system. 98% of thé-b

-

ers that are grown in Belize are farmed by the Men-

>

nonites.

Dairy: The average size of the dairy operations w
35 cows. Their milking shed consisted of a milk

room on one side where the bulk tank was stored |a

(Continued on page 6
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(Continued from page 5) their education after grade six. The group vislted
on the other side were the stalls of the milking pa Tombos Public School which was a pavilion like

lour. The cows climbed a ramp to four wooden stallstructure, with a thatched roof. They took along a
in a line. There were slats at the back of thdssfat  large variety of school supplies, soccer and velley
the manure to fall into for cleanliness and a fedéde balls, games and other sports equipment. The look o
the cows to eat out of when they were getting ndilkethe faces of the students was incredible and very
The feed ration included fresh grass, corn silagk a heartwarming to these northerners. It was nothing

citrus pulp. The citrus pulp is the remnants efoh- they had ever experienced as they were so apprecia-

anges after they have been squeezed for juice. Theive.
farmer is paid to take these remnants away from the
plant. The citrus pulp is high in energy and fdll o
moisture, so it is a water source for the cows Th
average milk production is 35 Ibs per day which is
picked up 3 times per week.

Plants: Native species of plants in Belize were stud-
ied. They learned many interesting facts about the
uses of several of them such as for dyes, dugeut ca
noes, rubber, soaps, colognes, tea, ointment dred ot
medicinal purposes. One of the medicinal plants wa
the Jackass Bitter that can be used for mosquis bi
infected wounds, rashes, or stomach problems ssich a
parasites. Natural remedies are key for theselpeop
to treat any serious ailment.

“It was a good reminder to us to be
thankful for what we have.”

Ripping a palm
leaf to make | The Ridgetown Tourists also visited the Julian Cho
the thatched Technical High School. This school offered a range
rooftops. Mak- | of programs from agricultural science, construction
ing use of their | technology, mechanics and science. This school was
natural envi- | opened eight years ago with 100 students but has in
ronment creased their numbers to 625 students. The compute
lab consisted of 40 donated, old computers but only

(Sam Klaver)

12 to 20 might be working on any given day. Their
Education System The education system in Belize library had a scarce amount of books on the shelves
is much different than what we are used to in Cana€urrently SHARE is working on a project with this

The government pays for students to attend elemeschool and plans to send a shipment of computer sup

tary or primary school, but students must payduiti plies, with keyboards and monitors to help theae st
to attend high school. SHARE sponsors some stu- dents to earn the education they deserve.

dents that are unable to afford tuition for highsal
so that they have the opportunity to continue study e _ )
ing. The community also comes together to host ba‘?-n%:a :rees “gmg ;he roads |ntperfectt;0v:]§l,l i G_D
beques to raise money to provide scholarships. Thé)n at ground and some contouring the hilisidelr

majority of the children do not get a chance talfer ing the eight day trip, they had the opportunitydor

Citrus Production: The country is beautiful with or-

-
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A citrus pelleting plant, where they processedeke  Share: SHARE helps and believes in these Belizea
cess pulp from the juice factories to be used for a  farmers which assists in giving them the resoutges
mal feed on farms. The citrus industry is the nsigt be successful in their enterprises. They don't Hhee
nificant agro-industry in Belize. Approximately resources themselves to establish their farmladd an
48,000 acres of citrus are cultivated in Belizearly  purchase their own cows. The farmers use a machete
of the growers manage less than 10 acres. Theiprinto cut down trees, branches etc to clear a patujtr
pal crops include Valencia oranges which is approxithe lush forest. The fencing that the farmers ygpuin
mately 80%, and grapefruit which is 20% of theustr preparation for the cows that SHARE will be donat-
crop that is grown. The industry supports 100énfar ing to them, consisted of tree lines and barbwire i
families and approximately 10,000 citrus industry  rows 5 high. The farmers work together clearing 15
workers. Banana production in Belize is signifita acres of land each to prepare for their cows toecom

The banana planta-  The work is extremely hard but they are very thahkf
tions are farmed using for organizations like SHARE to help give them a
different agricultural  hand up.

techniques. Intensive [
banana farming re-
quires clearing most
of the vegetation from
the land so you can
plant the crop
densely which pro-
duces the highest
yield of fruit per acre.
Sustainable banana
farming looks at three
goals. These goals are environmental stewardship,
farm profitability, and farming communities. A key
goal of sustainable banana farming is producing
goods without eating up an ecosystem’s natural re-
sources. There is a lower per-acre crop yield and
higher wage cost built in to this type of farming.
Profitability is addressed by the introduction of a
price premium charged for the product at the market
place. Thirdly the organic aspect of banana fagmi
is becoming more popular. More farmers are getting
involved as consumers are demanding it. Lastly the
fair trade banana farming deals with the consumers
who wish to pay a premium price for a producth#é t
product is consistent with the philosophies of Fair
Trade. They enjoyed watching the bananas being h3
vested and bagged for export. The tourists stdi@ t Thjs eye opening experience of how farmers in anetipart
the smell of citrus filled their entire van, evehen of the world live and farm is forever entranced these bud-
the windows were up. ding young farmers minds.

‘Belize has taught me not to think of the potentitd
make Caye Cauker like Miami, or to make a Milp
arm resemble the large-scale and mechanized sty!
bf agriculture we practice at home. Perhaps | hav,
earned that a country run without personal lined
credit or regular bank lending learns to build wha
he rest of us couldn’t do even if we had all the
money in the world, they learn to built for what dir
heeds really are. We don’t need six swimming popls
and a water ski to have a good time, a brand ne
pickup truck to bring the feed home for the cows or
A sweet new pair of kicks (shoes) to put on ourtfe
when rubber boots will probably get us there in the
rame time, at the same level of comforen culien

(1%




"An Organization Woetiey of My Tme™

By Joan McKinlay, 2nd Vice President

The new cell phone law has become law and wélhgk the way many of us drive the car. An intergsrticle
on the radio pointed out that it is not only theypical holding of the phone but also the mentalmgstics talking
requires that make them a dangerous mix with dgviA student dressed up in a bright yellow clow @nd
rode a unicycle around a statue in the meeting sgeé his university. His classmates interviewsase who had
walked by him. Only 50% of those walking alone kawand 70% of those walking in pairs but of thtzdking
on cell phones while walking there were only 25% waw him. The brain, contrary to popular opinieannot
multi-task very effectively. It takes time to “shigears” mentally from talking to seeing to raagt This minute
time can be deadly when coupled with driving a ddone of us are probably innocent but it bearakirig about
Sometimes we will just miss the obvious.

v

In the recent Membership Survey that was cetaglby OSCIA members the written comment “OSC#A is
organization that is worthy of my time” lingersnamy mind. This person summarized the time, thoumgidgoals
of many of the members that they just can’'t put wrds. It makes no sense that we volunteer diltolrs, fid-
dle with test plots when we should be finishing @un seeding or harvest and then turn around aradesbur
knowledge with all who will listen. Or does it?e\afe truly unique in the world. We recognize thwatvorking
together we can accomplish far more than any odezidual can and that as an industry we can movevdiod.
We are one of the original and most active envirental groups. We are not only able to access &% peak-
ers and most current information at our meetingswe are also able to influence the direction cfa@rch and
policy by making our needs and requirements kndwmough our association with the OMAFRA Soil and |€ro
Specialists, their directors and through educatéon our voice on policy making committees. Bejorethink
that | have rose coloured glasses on, remembenthde there may be frustrations with overall agditiral pol-
icy we still win smaller daily battles that keepsping the industry forward. If we weren't therey @oice would
not be heard.

| would encourage you to look at our new wied www.ontariosoilcrop.org to sample all the ardhat OSCIA
is active in. It is a good overview of the locatigities, events, research programs and prograwsdin activi-
ties. While it is frustrating that the 2010 alldiwa of the EFP cost share program has already bedtated in
the first three weeks there are still opportunitiesler the Grow Your Farm Profit program. If yoaven't al-
ready attended a Grow Your Farm Profit workshoyaur area you should put it on your to-do-list. Whhere
is definitely an emphasis on farm management arah€ial matters, there is also a large section kil develop-
ment. Training which will help you to better ruouy operation is eligible under the cost-share parg. Check
the web site for pre-approved programs or ask aloetones you would like to take.

What came out loud and clear on the survesnfowas that members appreciated the events andgmoging
of their local Soil and Crop. They wanted to beoined in plots and discussions available localljhe OSCIA
recognizes that our strength comes from the membeyach of the local associations. We will tryhep with
association development wherever possible and stipEse activities. As members we owe a greditgoe to
the local members who do offer their time to orgarand make these events happen. Our help wheyessible
will be gratefully received. This is our organizat and only we can keep making it better.

Speaking of research, on CBC they were repgittie findings of research on happiness. Theyddhbat the
happiest people were those who volunteered thaie to an organization that they believed in. Mawyleealready
know this secret.




& e,‘“1\:‘;“\(! Provincial Di"ecto'

The Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement Associatiomsaal meeting held at Niagara Falls at the
beginning of February was the place to be. Exotli@est speakers were hired by OSCIA. One of the
guest speakers that stood out for me was Dr. Dieevad, a professor of economics at the University of
Toronto. He was big on population numbers and glblow we could learn from the age of population
within countries. One of the points that | rememinen saying is that according to the informatian h
was showing in his graphs was that Canada wouldgiyg have a good chance to collect a lot of med-
als at the Olympic games coming up in the middIEefruary. As | was glued to the TV set, like I'm
sure a lot of other Canadians were during the Oigsyp kept thinking how right he was.

Not only were the higher guns great speakers| totildn't get over how professional the grant
reports were as well. Good job by all the parttipg counties. If you have never been to an dnnua
meeting of the OSCIA, | suggest that you talk toryiocal association about being a delegate fot nex
year.

Speaking of meetings, on April,7at Brodhagen Community Centre, there is a Hurentifproduc-
tion meeting that looks to be very informative.ri8g is just around the corner and a busy plansear
son is just about to start. So try and set some #side to pick up some tips at this meeting.

Finally, 1 would like to remind everyone tlsgiring is one of the busiest times of the yeartartidke
your time and be safe when working those long heutts the farm machinery.

Good luck with your spring planting!

Charlie Dunsmore - Provincial Director

HURON/PERTH AGENDA
PRODUCTION DAY PROGRAM 9:00 a.m. Registration/Refreshments
9:45 a.m. Don Hilborn - OMAFRA

TH
WEDNESDAY — APRIL 777 - 2010 “Directly Farming the Sun - Opportunities

and Challenges”

BRODHAGEN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE

. 10:45 a.m. FCC Presentation
(6708 Perth Line 44)
11:30 a.m. Huron Commodities “Field to Food: IP Sgbean
9:00 A.M. - 3:.00 P.M. Con siderations”
FEE - $10.00/ Person 12:45 p.m. Horst Bohner/Peter Johnson - OMAFRA

“Agronomic Decisions for 2010”

Rengtratlon Requ”ed 1:30 p.m. Cora Lee Foster - BDO

Call 519-271-5190 or e-mail eandtsmith@golden.net
1:45 p.m. Mark Caygeon - Agriculture Strategy Inc

by March 3 “Transferring Decisions”




10

Orfiarto Forage Masters Program Seats Sueeessiul Produeers

April 16, the important Deadline for Forage Produces in 2010

Guelph, ON- After a record level of participation2009, Ontario Forage Masters hopes to grow aige2010
-its twenty third year.

Forage Producers have until April 16, 2010, to siilemtries to their local county/district Soil a@dop Im-
provement Associations to compete in the 2010 @nkorage Masters Program. In conjunction with@re
tario Soil and Crop Improvement Association, thegpam continues to be proudly sponsored by Pic# see
Canada and Agri-Food Laboratories. The progranwshees outstanding forage producers and excellance
forage management across the province.

Open to members of local Soil and Crop Improverdesiociations across Ontario, the Ontario Foragetdisis
is a highly visible platform for growers to presémir expertise in forage management techniqiesh asso-
ciation is eligible to enter a minimum of five meenb and maximum of 15 into the program. As always,
OSCIA enthusiastically welcomes 4-H members, thhotlngeir farm’s membership in OSCIA, to join the com
petition and enjoy the experience.

OSCIA President Barry Hill encourages all localcasations to join the program this year for a veryarding
experience. Says Hill, “I know there are many droe forage producers out there, and it is by isigatheir
knowledge and experience that we all can all l@aahcontribute to greater success for Ontario’agerPro-
ducers.”

Agri-Food Laboratories Inc. is a full service aradgl facility located in Guelph, serving domesditd interna-
tional clients in the agricultural industry sinc@8%. Their dedicated staff of technicians and ggsionals of-
fers high quality, reliable services providing “Me@ements for Management’ to all sectors of aguical in-
dustry including analysis of feed and forages, and crops, and greenhouse media and solutions.

PICKSEED Canada Inc. is a leader in the developnpeatiuction and distribution of turf grass, foragep
and hybrid corn seeds. Since its beginning in 1®4CKSEEN has build a trusted and proven reputdto
quality, agronomic advice and a commitment to redeand technology. PICKSEED currently has loceio
across Canada and operates under the PICKSEED apl$éed brand names.

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Associat®an educational, non-profit farm organizatiorctm-
municate and facilitate responsible, economic mamamnt of soil, water, air and crops. Forage Magteo-
vides an opportunity to compete with producers ftbm50 local counties across the province frortugity all
major agricultural areas of Ontario. The prograithpvovide an excellent experience to all involyéd educa-
tion, presentation and farm management skills.

This is a great program for Soil and Crop membeisetrecognized for growing and storing superioades,
as well as raising the profile of forages in Ordagriculture. In 2009, twenty— four associatiomse repre-
sented with 166 participants. Don’t be left outhe 2010 competition!

For more entry and OSCIA membership informatiomtaot your local Soil and Crop Improvement Associa-
tion secretary. Contact information is availaltlevevw.ontariosoilcrop.org.
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Plant your Crop By Soil Readiness, are favorable and aim for the optimum target

dates for your area.
Not the Calendar /
Soybean Planting. The highest soybean yields

will come from fields planted in the first ten days
of May when weather conditions are at or near
normal. Later planting dates can reduce yield
potential and plant height. Soybeans require
higher soil temperatures than corn for germina-
tion and emergence. However, OMAFRA infor-
mation suggests that if conditions are suitable for
planting corn, they are also generally suitable for
planting soybeans. Upon emergence, the growing
point of soybeans is immediately exposed to the
elements. In comparison, the growing point of
corn is underground until around the V6 growth

Many growers want to get in the field when the
calendar indicates it is the right time to be plant
ing. The optimum planting date for corn in
Southwestern Ontario is on or before May 7, and
May 10 in Central and Eastern Ontario and
Quebec. Keep in mind these dates are based on
the average, and the use of short or long relative

(rjnaiturltz.c?drn prOdtL_JCtS W"rl] aﬁfﬁ { the_f’? targ![et il stage. Emerged soybeans can withstand tempera-
ates. rield operations when e Soltls WEL W res as low as —2.8°C for a short period of time.

lead to soll compactlorl, which can decrease y'eldDamage to emerged corn occurs at temperatures
much more than planting a few days after the of _2°

ideal corn planting date. Also, when cool temps

have prevented the accumulation of Crop Heat Corn Planting. Once planting commences, corn
Units (CHU'’s), this also affects crop planting seed placement is critical to help maximize yield
dates. After April 26th, in areas receiving less  potential. Follow these tips to help establish a
than 3000 CHU-M1, OMAFRA information sug- good stand:

gests you pay less attention to soil temperature,
and to plant as soil moisture and field conditions
are fit for planting. Itis suggested that the risk  pg not plant too shallow.

for loss of potential yield by planting before the

optimum date is less than for planting after the Planting less than 3.2 centimeters (1.25 inches)
optimum planting date. But planting before the ~ ¢an result in rootless corn or root lodging. Shal-

Plant into moisture.

soil conditions are ready can hurt your yield. 10w planting can also increase the risk of injury

_ from some solil applied herbicides. Do not plant
Optimum Temperatures. deeper than necessary.
Corn requires a soil temperature of 10 degrees Gy/hen soil moisture is abundant plant around 3.8
to germinate and grow. centimeters(1.5 inches) deep. When soil moisture

Soybeans require a soil temperature of 12 degre'ec’sh'gh_’ planting at d_ethS of 5 to 7.6 centimeters

C to germinate and grow. (2 to. 3|nches) caq S|gn|f|c§ntly dglay emgrgenpe.
If soil is dry, planting at 3 inches into moistureis

At temperatures below those listed above, seedsless risky than planting shallow in anticipation of

will stay dormant and become more vulnerable rain.

to diseases, insects, and animal predators. Plant

your crop when soil temperatures and conditions ©2010 Monsanto Canada Inc. Source: OMA-

FRA, Pub 811, Agronomy Guide for Field
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while he travels down the field to keep the censi
tency of the applied manure constant.

Mr. Krayenbrink feels that it is imperative thatuyo

Jake Kraayenbrink applies manure when the plant :
sample your manure often so you can make an in-

needs the nutrients instead of when it suits thre¥ap
tion. It has taken many years of experimentalrgsi
and rates applied to become successful at manag
valuable resource—pig manure.

ng ply. Agitation is key to stir the nutrients and to
spread nutrient levels evenly across the fields fda-
nure spreading practices include starting to spozad
Jake and Betty and family farm near Moorefield, ON fields with the highest fertility and then moving t
where for the past 20 years, they have been opgrati fields with lower fertility as he empties the p# the
farrow to finish operation. manure at the bottom of the pit typically has ahkig
nutrient value. In 2009, Jake calculated thanius
The Kraayenbrinks utilize manure before plantind an re was worth $27.55 per 1000 gallons in the yea
during the crop’s life. For his wheat crop, helwit  nat was injected with a residue value of $6.14 per
ject 2000 gallons of finishing hog manure per d@e  yegar in the following couple of years as the begefi

fore planting in the fall. He will then add weamea- g ongoing. Low fertility fields are benefitifipm
nure that is not agitated in the spring to givedf@ a  the manure the most.

nitrogen boast. Jake uses a starter fertilizenigmworn
crop to get it out of the ground and then he cdrhige Chris Brown who is the manure specialist with OM
corn in early instead of waiting for the right weart FRA stated that fine tuning the management of the
and soil conditions to apply manure. Then he inill ~ Manure can increase nutrient utilization. The valie
ject manure into the field when the crop is aroknde ~Manure as a source of organic matter is high but h
high. He does plant soybeans on the headlands as hto put into dollar amounts. Nitrogen values frora-m
finds; he still gets a good crop even though he has  Nnure can range from $9 - $34 per 1000 gallons de-
tramped the crop while spreading his manure in late Pending on the rate, the timing, nutrient contefrthe
June. He believes that the portion of nitrogerilage Manure and what you are applying it on.

to the crop leaps to 80% when applying it to hésdt
ing corn crop. His increased corn yields are pajof

this if it is managed properly, many savings can be-rea
is.

ized while his land and crops benefit from improved

Jake is concerned about compaction when spreadingnUtfient levels. He is satisfied that his valeate-
and chooses to have two sets of tires with usimg na Source —manure—is helping his yields climb on his
rower tires for corn. His equipment has injectors farm.

spaced at 15 inches for wheat and 30 inches far. cor
Flow meters are installed on his tank to deterntfiree
application rate so adjustments can be made. His
thoughts are that flow meters are expensive but wel
worth it to know what is being applied. Withouisth
he feels application rates would be all over treeelif
he could not monitor the pressure on the injectanim
fold. Jake has his spreader calibrated for a mihifo
pressure of 4 PSI and a travel speed of 6.5 MPHhwhi
will deliver 3500 gallons per acre of liquid hogma
nure. He also has an in-tank circulation of therglu

Jake Kraayenbrink spoke at the FarmSmart confer
ence in Guelph recently to share his success sfory
utilizing the waste that is produced from his hpg o

eration. This was just one of the segments hedd in
room dedicated to Focusing on Fertility.

formed decision as far as how much you need to ap-

Jake believes that his manure is a great resoate a

-

A-
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Coming Events and Info

Sources

March 31 & April 1 — London Swine Conference, Lon-
don Convention Centre. Details will be on-line at http://
www.londonswineconference.ca/

April in both Huron and Perth Counties — Web Page
Mechanics — these sessions are for Buy Local Buy Fresh
map participants and local food action groups who would
like to make use of the new www.huronperthfarmtotable.ca
website as a location for their own web page or as a place
to communicate with the public, food groups and other
producers.

April 14 & 15 — Poultry Industry Conference and Exh -
bition, Western Fair Entertainment Centre, London. For
complete details visit http://www.westernfair.com/shows/

poultry.html

June 22 & 23 — 37 ™ Annual Ontario Pork Con-
gress. Mark your calendar and watch for details at
www.porkcongress.on.ca

June 29, 2010 — Soil & Water Management Work-

shop. This one-day workshop presented by OMAFRA
and the Oxford Soil and Crop Improvement Association,
will take place in the London-St. Thomas area. The work-
shop is intended to fine tune skills and techniques needed
for diagnosing soil quality and fertility problems in the field;
identify soil and nutrient management practices you can
use to improve and maintain soil health and productiv-

ity. For full details or to register, please contact the Wood-
stock OMAFRA Resource Centre, 519-537-6621 or the
Agricultural Information Contact Centre, 1-877-424-1300.

September 14 — 16, 2010 — Outdoor Farm Show, Can-
ada’s Outdoor Park, Woodstock. Watch for details at
http://www.outdoorfarmshow.com/

September 21 — 25, 2010 — IPM 2010, Elgin — St. Tho-
mas. Check their website often for updates http://
www.ipm2010.com/

Grain drying and storage workshops are again being of-
fered this year to serve farmers’ needs. These workshops
are for you; if you want a better understanding of grain
drying and storage principles, if you are planning a new
system, if you are expanding your system, or are consider-
ing modifications to your grain handling system. Come
and get your questions answered.

The workshops run from 9:00 am — 4:00 pm, with instruc-
tors Helmut Spieser, Engineer, OMAFRA and Ralph
Winfield, Engineer, Glanworth. Dates and location as fol-
lows:

- March 25" — Simcoe OMAFRA Resource Centre, 1283
Blueline Road # Hwy 3

- March 26" — Country View Golf Course, 25393 St. Clair
Road, Hwy 40, Chatham

- April 6 — Elora Curling Club, 60 David Street West

. Cost is $55 and includes lunch.

To register, call the Ag Business Centre, University of
Guelph, Ridgetown Campus,
1-866-222-9682 or 519-674-1592.

KEY CONTACTS

Clinton OMAFRA Resource Centre
100 Don Street, Clinton, ON NOM 1L0O
phone: 519-482-3333 / fax: 519-482-5031

Stratford OMAFRA Resource Centre

581 Huron Street

Stratford, ON N5A 5T8

phone: 519-271-0280 / fax: 519-273-5278
www.ontario.ca/omafra

OMAFRA Website : www.ontario.ca/omafra

Agricultural Information Contact Centre: 1-877-424-

1300 or e-mail ag.info.omafra@ontario.ca

Nutrient Management Line: 1-866-242-4460 or e-mail

nman.omafra@ontario.ca

Growing Forward Information Line:  1-888-479-3931 or

e-mail growingforward@ontario.ca

The Farm Line : 1-888-451-2903 - A confidential emo-
tional support and referral service.

The Cropline: 1-888-449-0937.

Foodland Ontario:  http://www.foodland.gov.on.ca/ for
some great recipes using Ontario’s fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles.




The FarmSmart Agricultural Conference celebrated2th year in 2010. FarmSmart is
cosponsored b@SCIA through the Golden Horseshoe and Heartland Relg&mband Crop
Improvement Association&MAFRA, OAC of theUniversity of Guelphand strongly sup-
ported byAg BusinessThe conference attracted the largest crowd irLehgear history who
came to participate in a wide range of topics perti to agriculture. There was a variety of
speakers from Ontario, Canada, USA and the feapgaker from England. They addressed
present and emerging technologies and innovatiomsa a range of subjects. Sessions were
offered on crop and livestock production, soil @mdironmental management, business, mar-
keting, and general interest topics.

The conference included a well attended tradevsh the centre of Rozanski Hall giv-
ing participants and companies plenty time forratéon.

Plans for the 2011 conference are well on the wayk your calendar fatanuary 22, 2011




