
�Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program Re-opened f or 2010 
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Congratulations goes 
John Nanne and his 
family of Nandale 
Farms in Pakenham.  
The Nanne’s soy-
bean yield of 66 
bushels per acre 
placed him first for 
his heat unit class in 
the 2009 Ontario 
Soybean Yield     
contest.   
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President:  Jess Schouten, 
Tel:  613-223-8804 

Email:  jschouten@harvex.com   
 
 

Secretary:  Lisa Flewellyn    
Tel:  613-832-1355  

Email: lflewellyn@gmail.com   
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President  -   

 Terry Good 

  613-258-3445 

Secretary-Treasurer  -  
 Stuart Leyanaar 

   613-269-4226 

 

 

Watch for details of  

Farm Comes To Town 

And 

Grenville Farm Family Day 

In future newsletters�
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Congratulations to the 2009 winners  

Forage Masters Competition 

1st :  Cavanhill Farms, Kinburn 
2nd:  Paul Ruiter, Nepean 

3rd:  Thom Mueller, Vernon 
 

High Yield Competition  

1st :  John Hill, Richmond - 219 bushels 
2nd:  Doug & Craig Moodie -  

Richmond - 215 bushels 
�
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President - John Sutherland 613-387-3957  
Secretary - Henry Posthumus 613-385-2078     �
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President –   
Dean Matheson – 613-649-2355         

Secretary/Treasurer --              
Glen Smith -- 613-628-2987 

 

Watch for details  

of our  

Summer Activities in 

Upcoming newsletters!! 
 

Seed, Forage and Agri-
Business Show 

Thursday, March 11th, 2010 

Galbraith Room 

Renfrew Armouries 

Exhibits will be received the    
evening of March 10th, 2010 

Contact Glen Smith 

For more details�
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OSCIA Program Representatives will be 
assisting with the delivery of the NMFAP.  
The following is the contact list for Eastern 
Ontario. 

Carleton , Dundas, Grenville       
 - Arlene Ross  613-821-3900 

Lanark  - Shirley Munro 613-267-6362 

Frontenac, Leeds   

 - Rita Vogel  613-275-2956 

Renfrew  - Glen Smith  613-628-2987 

Glengarry - Lyall McLaughlin   
   613-347-2244 

Prescott-Russell - Micheline Begin  
   613-679-8867 

Stormont - Barbara Ann Glaude   
   613-984-2398�
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        NEW ----- 
The new “Veterinary Biologics 
Guideline 3.15E: Guideline for Re-
porting Suspected Adverse Events 
Related to Veterinary Biologics” is 
now available at 
http:// www.inspection.gc.ca/english
/anima/vetbio/info/vb315e.shtm . 
 

Keep up to date on Soil and Crop 
events across the province by joining 
the listserve.  Visit 
www.ontariosoilcrop.org for informa-
tion. 
 

Nutrient Management Training 
Courses:  Fee structure varies.  To 
register call the Nutrient Management 
Information Line: 1-866-242-4460 
www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA/english/nm/c
ert/courses.htm 
 

Ontario Pesticide Education Program, 
Ridgetown College, University of 
Guelph. Phone 1-800-652-8573 or 
519-674-1580 Fax: 519-674-1589  or  
Email:  opep@ridgetownc.uoguelph.ca  
www.ridgetownc.on.ca/OPEP/GrowerT
raining/Courses.htm   
 

Latest information from the Ontario 
Forage Council   
www.ontarioforagecouncil.com 
 

Crop-Pest Ontario can be found at 
www.gov.on.ca/OMAF/english/crops/fi
eld/news/#croppest 
 

“Programs and Services for Ontario Farm-
ers” -  a Factsheet that gives a short over-
view and the contact locations for the many 
programs available.  To view  http://
www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA/english/busdev/
facts/o4-051.htm 
 

The Resources Management Branch has 
updated information on the Environmental 
Web page of the OMAF website.  It now 
reflects many of the new local incentives 
that are in place with new municipal, Great 
Lakes and other funding through Conser-
vation Authorities and Stewardship Coun-
cils.  
http://www.gov.on.ca/OMAFRA/english/env
ironment/water/clean_water_incentives.htm �
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1-888-451-2903��

Confidential/anonymous 

Peer Support & Referral 

For Ontario farmers and 
rural families 

On line resources 

www.thefarmline.ca  
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OMAFRA CONNECTS 

Your Link to Ontario Agriculture 

A monthly newsletter and list 
of events in Eastern Ontario.  
Includes OMAFRA program 
updates, workshop and train-

ing opportunities, and re-
gional and provincial events 
and announcements. Local 
groups are welcome to sub-

mit entries at no charge. 

To subscribe email 
katie.nolan@ontario.ca  

Submissions for next issue 
due before Feb 19th, 2010. 
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The board of directors for the Ottawa Rideau 
Regional SCIA met for their Annual Meeting in 
Kemptville on January 15, 2010, with all coun-
ties have their directors in attendance.  Murray 
Bennett was welcomed as the new director for 
Grenville. 

Jason Pyke, a successful bison producer and 
cash cropper from Wolfe Island was re-elected 
as our President.  Jennifer Doelman, was re-
elected as our vice-president.  Many of you will 
associate Jennifer with her family business Bar-
clay Dick & Son. 

Both Jason and Jennifer are extremely involved in their relative commu-
nities, spending countless hours as volunteers, working to promote agri-
culture and our producers. 

Accomplishments in 2009 include: 

�� Coordinating a very successful Regional Car Tour, visiting Port of 
Prescott – the Eastern Ontario grain elevator centre on the St. Law-
rence.  Participants of the tour were treated to an extensive tour of the 
facility. 

�� Producing five quality newsletters, the Ottawa Rideau Soil and Crop 
News, promoting local, regional and provincial activities  

�� Securing new sponsorship for Regional activities, awards and news-
letters, ensuring previous sponsorship was maintained 

�� Assisting with established local, regional and provincial events – East-
ern Ontario Crop Conference; Seed Shows; Ottawa Valley Seed 
Show, etc. 

Our Goals for 2010 include: 

�� Assisting with increasing our membership base 

�� Assisting with promotion of local and regional events  

�� Assisting with promotion of the EFP and GYFP workshops and Cost 
Share Programs 

�� Increasing sponsorship of newsletter in order to update our publica-
tion format, and our other events 

�� Increasing awareness of OSCIA through local papers, organizations, 
publications and events 

�� Continuing to explore opportunities to partner with other organizations 
and programs to promote OSCIA and the ORRSCIA 

�� Exploring possible projects that can be conducted on a local and re-
gional basis 

�� Continuing to work with the Provincial RCC’s to support provincial ac-
tivities and goals �
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Jan 26 - COFSP Info Session, 
Chesterville Legion, 1-3 pm.  All 
farmers welcome.  Contact Ar-
lene Ross 613-821-3900 

Feb 2 - Grower Pesticide Safety 
Course, Harrowsmith.  8:45 am.  
Pre-registration required - con-
tact Ontario Pesticide Education 
Program, Ridgetown College 1-
800-652-8573.  

Feb 2 - Tie Stall Housing Design 
Seminar, 9:30 am, Maxville 
Community Centre.  For com-
plete information visit http://
omafra.gov.on.ca/english/
livestock/dair/facts/
info_freetiestall.ht 

Feb 3-4 - Introduction to Nutrient 
Management, Kemptville.  9 am 
to 5 pm.  $95 for producers ($70 
per person for additional mem-
bers of farm or farm family).  
$180 per person for non-
producers ($130 per person for 
additional individual within or-
ganization).  To register call the 
NM toll-free Information Line at 
1-866-242-4460  

Feb 6 - Direct Marketing Work-
shop with the Ottawa Valley 
Food Co-op.  9:30 am -4:00 pm.  
Douglas, Admaston Bromley/
Barr Line Community Centre.  
Cost $30 (includes local organic 
lunch.  RSVP Cheryl Keetch 
613-756-3884 
ckeetch@webhart.net or Bob 
Dobson 613-646-2488. 

Feb 8 - COFSP Info Session, 
Eastons Corners Community 
Hall. 7-9 pm.  All farmers wel-
come.  Contact Arlene Ross 
613-821-3900. 

Feb 9 - COFSP Info Session, 
North Gower Community Centre. 
1 - 3 pm.  All farmers welcome.  
Contact Arlene Ross 613-821-
3900. 

Feb 9 - Grower Pesticide Safety 
Course, Bromley (Douglas).  
8:45 am.  Pre-registration re-
quired - contact Ontario Pesti-
cide Education Program, Ridge-
town College 1-800-652-8573.  

Feb 10 - Eastern Ontario Dairy 
Days 2010.  Maxville Sports 
Complex.  9:30 am.  Cost $20 at 
the door.  Lunch is included.  No 
pre-registration is required. 

Feb 10 - Grower Pesticide 
Safety Course, Forfar.  8:45 am.  
Pre-registration required - con-
tact Willows Agriservices 613-
372-0417.  

Feb 11 - Eastern Ontario Dairy 
Days 2010, WB George Centre, 
Kemptville College Campus. 
9:30 am.  Cost $20 at the door.  
Lunch is included.  No pre-
registration required.  

Feb 12 - COFSP Info Session, 
Kinburn Community Hall.  1-3 
pm.  All farmers welcome.  Con-
tact Arlene Ross 613-821-3900. 

Feb 12 - Grower Pesticide 
Safety Course, Perth.  8:45 am.  
Pre-registration required - con-
tact Ontario Pesticide Education 
Program, Ridgetown College 1-
800-652-8573.  

Feb 13 - Grower Pesticide 
Safety Course, Bells Corners.  
8:45 am.  Pre-registration re-
quired - Ontario Pesticide Edu-
cation Program, Ridgetown Col-

lege 1-
800-652-
8573 

Feb 15-17 - Two day Grazing 
School, Douro.  Cost $495.  Pre-
registration required.  For details 
see website http://
www.ontarioforagecouncil.com 
More info re:  eligibility for Grow-
ing Forward Business Develop-
ment cost-share funding avail-
able at 1-877-424-1300.   

Feb 16 - Eastern Ontario Model 
Forest 2010 Woodlot confer-
ence.  For more info contact 
Mary Ashby 613-258-8241. 

Feb 16-17 - Nutrient Manage-
ment Course - How to Prepare a 
Nutrient Manage Strategy and 
Plan (using NMAN) Kemptville.  
9 am to 5 pm.  $95 for producers 
($70 per person for additional 
members of farm or farm family).  
$180 per person for non-
producers ($130 per person for 
additional individual within or-
ganization).  To register call the 
NM toll-free Information Line at 
1-866-242-4460  

Feb 17 - COFSP Info Session, 
Kemptville College Campus, WB 
George Centre. 7-9 pm.  All 
farmers welcome.  Contact Ar-
lene Ross 613-821-3900. 

Feb 17 - Kemptville Woodlot 
Conference, Kemptville College 
Campus, WB George Centre.  
To register 613-258-8241 or 
email mhumphries @eomf.on.ca  

Feb 17 - Farm Scale Solar En-
ergy.  Guest speaker Bob Argue. 
7:00 pm.  McMartin House, 125 
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Gore St. E. Perth.  Business 
meeting starts at 6:00 pm.  For 
more information call Hilary 613-
259-2177 

Feb 18 - Eastern Ontario Crop 
Conference - see brochure en-
closed. 

Feb 23 & March 2 - Quest for 
New Farm Value - Value Plus™  
9:00 am - 4:30 pm.  West Carle-
ton Community Complex, Coun-
cil Chambers 5670 Carp Rd., 
Kinburn.  Pre-registration re-
quired.  Cost $75.  More info re:  
eligibility for Growing Forward 
Business Development cost-
share funding available at 1-877-
424-1300.   

Feb 24 - Grower Pesticide 
Safety Course, Addison.  8:45 
am.  Pre-registration required - 
contact Ontario Pesticide Educa-
tion Program, Ridgetown Col-
lege 1-800-652-8573.  

Mar 2-5 - Precision Dairy Man-
agement Conference, Toronto.  
To register contact Agricultural 
Information Contact Centre 1-
519-826-4047 or on-line at 
www.precisiondairy2010.com/
registration.html  

Mar 3 - East Central Farm Show, 
Farmers’ Mutual Exhibition 
Building, Lindsay Fair Grounds.  
For more information visit 
www.regionalscia.org/ECFS.html 

Mar 4 - Grower Pesticide Safety 
Course, Kingston. 8:45 am.  Pre-
registration required - contact 
Kingston Feed and Farm Ltd. 
613-546-9152 

Mar 5 - Grenville Federation of 

Agriculture Annual Banquet 
and Fundraiser.  Tickets $30.  
Contact Adrian Wynands, 
President 613-926-2579 or 
a.wynands@sympatico.ca 

Mar 6 - Grower Pesticide 
Safety Course, Harrowsmith.  
8:45 am.  Pre-registration re-
quired - contact Willows Agris-
ervices 613-372-0417.   

The FSTI cost-share funding program will accept app lications 
beginning on March 1, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. �

The new Application Form and Application Guidebook detailing pro-
gram changes will be available on January 28, 2010.�

Growing Forward FSTI proactively manages risks and responds to 
market demands by providing cost-share funding to individual pro-
ducer and processing facilities to support the implementation of writ-
ten food safety programs and working traceability systems.�

Information Sessions offered throughout Ontario: �
Register for an upcoming Information Session and be ready to submit 
your proposal for the Food Safety and Traceability Program! If you 
attended last year’s FSTI Information Session and h ave your cer-
tificate, you do not need to attend again this year .�

�

 To pre-register for one of these scheduled information sessions - or 
to request the scheduling of a session in your region - call toll free 1-
888-479-3931 (1-888-GRWFWD1).�

 For more information about FSTI: 
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/foodsafety/grants/fsti.htm�

Feb 16, 2010�
Best Western Renfrew�
Quiet Lounge�
760 Gibbons Road, Renfrew�

February 17, 2010�
U of G, Kemptville Campus�
Purvis Hall�
830 Prescott St. Kemptville�
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Advanced Prize List 

For the 2010 Ottawa Valley Farm Show March 16, 17 and 18. 

Entries must be made through the local Soil and Crop Improvement Assoc. 

Judging will take place on Monday, March 15, 2010 at noon on the Upper Concourse, east end of 

the Civic Centre at Lansdowne Park, Ottawa, Ont. Changes are marked in red. ALL EXHIBITS 

MUST BE IN BY 10 A.M. Once judging commences, a late entry will be deemed disqualified. 

PEDIGREE CLASSES: 

Class 1 Oats - 8 lbs. all varieties 

Class 2 Barley - 8 lbs. 6 rowed 

Class 3 Barley - 8 lbs. 2 rowed 

Class 4 Spring Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 5 Soft Winter Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 6 Hard Winter Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 7 Buckwheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 8 Soybeans - 8 lbs. 

Class 9 White Field Beans - 8 lbs. 

Class 10 Field Peas - 8 lbs. 

Class 11 Coloured Field Beans - 8 lbs. 

FIELD CROP CLASSES: 

Rules: 

1. Up to two approved exhibits from each county will be accepted. 

2. Only one entry per exhibitor per class is permitted with exception of cob corn, shelled corn and 

potatoes where an exhibitor may show up to 2 entries per class providing each entry is a separate and 

distinct variety and named. Variety names are not permitted in other classes. 

3. A hay exhibit must consist of one 4" flake, machine baled, undisturbed , in a polyethylene bag, 

identified with two entry tags, one on the inside of the bag and one tied securely on the outside of the bag. 

Samples must be cut to fit in plastic hay bags. Large bale samples must be cut to a similar size. 

4. Approved hay and silage exhibitors for the championship show may use new samples to assure 

freshness. 

5. All entries must be untreated in order to display their natural colour. 

Class 12 Oats - 8 lbs. 

Continued Page 9�
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Advanced Prize List For the 2010 Ottawa Valley Farm Show (con’td) 

Class 13 Hulless Oats - 8 lbs. 

Class 14 Barley - 2 rows, 8 lbs. 

Class 15 Barley - 6 rows, 8 lbs. 

Class 16 Spring Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 17 Soft Winter Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 18 Hard Winter Wheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 19 Sunflowers - 8 lbs. 

Class 20 Triticale - 8 lbs. 

Class 21 Buckwheat - 8 lbs. 

Class 22 Field Peas - 8 lbs. 

Class 23 Forage Peas - 8 lbs. 

Class 24 Soybeans - 8 lbs. 

Class 25 White Field Beans - 8 lbs. 

Class 26 Coloured Field Beans - 8 lbs. 

Class 27 Canola - 4 lbs. 

Class 28 Red Clover - 4 lbs. 

Class 29 Birdsfoot Trefoil - 4 lbs. 

Class 30 Timothy - 4 lbs. 

Class 31 Alfalfa - 4 lbs. 

Class 32 First Cut Alfalfa - 85% or more alfalfa 

Class 33 First Cut Legume other than alfalfa 85% or more legume 

Class 34 First Cut Legume and Grass 70% and 30% either way. 

Class 35 First Cut Grass 85% or more grass 

Class 36 Second Cut Alfalfa or other Legume 85% or more legume 

Class 37 Second Cut Mixed Legume and Grass 80% and 20% either way.�

Class 38 Large Square or Round Bale Hay 1st Cut 

Class 39 Large Square or Round Bale Hay 2nd Cut 

Class 40 Haylage - 5 lbs. 

Class 41A Baled Haylage 1st cut - 5 lbs. 

Class 41B Baled Haylage 2nd or 3rd cut - 5 lbs. (Cut to be indicated on tag) 

Continued Page 10�
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Advanced Prize List For the 2010 Ottawa Valley Farm Show (con’td) 

Class 42 Oat and/or Barley Silage - 5 lbs. 

Class 43 Corn Silage - 5 lbs. 

Class 44 Grain Corn - 10 ears variety named 

Class 45 Shelled Corn - 8 lbs. variety named 

Class 46 Potatoes - 20 tubers, table stock 

Variety named 

Class 47 Potatoes - Cancelled 

Class 48 Special Shelled - 8 lbs. randomly sampled by local soil and crop 

Corn Bin Class director. To be displayed as a complete sample in 

polyethylene bags. 

Class 49 Best Sheaf of Cereal Grain - Sheaf may be constructed of Oat, Barley or Wheat plants and 

must be mounted to be self standing. No exhibitor may make more than one entry per 

kind (ie) One sheaf of Oats and One sheaf of Barley but not two sheaves of Oats. 

Class 50 Ottawa Valley Hay Quality Competition 

1. Competition open to two exhibits maximum per county in the Ottawa Valley Seed 

Growers’ region. 

2. An exhibit for competition consists of one complete square bale of hay, indicating 

the cut, 1st, 2nd , or 3rd.�

3. All entries must be made only by the Soil and Crop Improvement Director. 

4. The bale of hay will be core sampled and tested by an independent testing 

laboratory and ready for display on Wednesday, March 17, 2010. 

5. Prize money will be awarded according to points on an official score card.Class 51 Special Export Hay 
Class Sponsored by JED Express Ltd., South Mountain, ON 

1. Competition open to two exhibits “A-1st cut” and two exhibits “B-2nd cut” maximum 

per county in the Ottawa Valley Seed Growers’ region. 

2. Samples will be judged for export by weight and quality. 

3. An exhibit for competition consists of one complete square bale of hay. 

4. Prize money will be the same class 50 

A. 1st cut square bale 

B. 2nd cut square bale 

Continued Page 11 
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Advanced Prize List For the 2010 Ottawa Valley Farm Show (con’td)�

4-H CLUB CLASSES (Classes 52 - 75) 

Open to any 2009/2010 member in Eastern Ontario or Western Quebec within the area outlined in Rule 2 

of Rules & Regulations Ottawa Valley Championship Show Prize List. 

Each exhibit in Classes 52- 59 inclusive must be from the members’s plot and grown in 2009 

4-H members may enter only one exhibit per class. 

The Canadian 4-H emblem (green and white with Canada on the lower bar) must be located on the front 

of posters and exhibits. 

All posters and exhibits should have exhibitor’s name, age, club, and county printed on the back of the 

poster. 

No membership fee required. If, in the opinion of the judge, an exhibit is not worthy of first place, a prize 

worthy of the entry will be awarded. 

No variety names are to be stated on any entries shown in classes 53 - 58 

Prize money in Classes 52-59 , and 63-75- $20., $18., $16., $14., $12., $10., and other worthy entry $5. 

Class 52 Potatoes - 10 Tubers, variety named 

Class 53 Oats - 2 kg. 

Class 54 Barley - 2 Row, 2 kg 

Class 55 Barley - 6 Row, 2 kg 

Class 56 Spring Wheat - 2 kg 

Class 57 Winter Wheat - 2 kg 

Class 58 Soybeans - 2 kg 

Class 59 Grain Corn - 10 ears, variety named 

Class 60 Best Sheaf of Cereal Grain - Sheaf may be constructed of Oat, Barley or Wheat plants and 

must be mounted to be self standing. No exhibitor may make more than one entry 
per 

kind (ie) One sheaf of Oats and One sheaf of Barley but not two sheaves of Oats. 

Class 61 4-H CLUB EXHIBIT - Open to any 4-H Club. Exhibits displayed at fairs or 
exhibitions in 

2009 are eligible for this class. Tables which are 72" x 30" will be provided for the 

displays. Exhibit not to exceed 4 feet in height and should be free standing. The 
exhibit is 

to be educational in nature. The exhibit must be prepared by two or more mem-
bers of the same club.                                                                                                         Continued Page 12 
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Advanced Prize List For the 2010 Ottawa Valley Farm Show (con’td) 

 

Class 62 4-H MEMBER EXHIBIT - Topic related to 4-H project completed in 2009 or 2010. 

Display should not exceed 4 feet in height and should be free standing. 

Prize money in Class 60, 61 and 62: 1st - $25; 2nd - $20; 3rd - $15; and any other worthy exhibit $10.�

Classes 63- 73 Will be divided as follows - Junior 14 & under, and Senior 15 & over. 

Class 63 Poster, size 22" x 28" relating to a specific 4-H project completed in 2009 or 2010 

Class 64 A “ME” poster - a collection of photos/pictures and a hand or type-written one page (8.5 x 

11) article telling about yourself, mounted on bristol board (size 22" x 28") 

Class 65 Poster of Photography - a collection of 8 - 10 photos, FYour Club in Action”. Mounted 

and labelled size 22" x 28" 

Class 66 Collection of 10 weeds labelled and identified. May be in a book or as a poster (22" x 

28"). 

Class 67 Collection of 10 crop seeds labelled and identified. May be in a book or as a poster (22" x 

28"). 

Class 68 Any article of woodworking 

Class 69 Any article of sewing 

Class 70 Any craft item 

Class 71 Any item of Stitchery (knitting, crocheting, quilting, cross-stitching, etc.) 

Class 72 One Page from a Scrapbook 

Class 73 A 4-H Project Book related to any 4-H project completed during the Club Year 2009 - 

2010. 

Class 74 1st Cut Legume and Grass 4" flake. 70 percent and 30 percent either way. 

Class 75 2nd Cut Mixed Legume and Grass 4" flake. 80 percent and 20 percent either way. 

�



�

�

�
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It only takes two or three seconds to become trapped in flowing grain. 
Within another ten seconds, you can be completely submerged.  

Innocent-looking grain storage bins have provided settings for hundreds or 
deaths and entrapments across North America. Victims are most commonly 
engulfed while walking across the grain surface during unloading. There is a 
simple way to avoid this tragedy – never enter a grain bin while the 
unloading auger or suction tube is running!  

ENGULFMENT IN A FLOWING GRAIN COLUMN  

Grain flows in a funnel-shaped path to the unloading auger. This vortex of 
grain behaves very much like a water whirlpool. Velocity increases as grain 
flows from the bin wall at the top of the grain mass into a small, vertical 
column at the center of the bin.  

The vertical column flows down through the grain mass at close to the rate of the unloading auger. 
Essentially no grain flows in from the surrounding mass.  

Rate of inflow at the center top of a grain bin is so great that escape is impossible. Once engulfed in 
the grain flow, a victim is rapidly drawn down toward the bin floor.  

The few survivors of this type of entrapment say they deliberately covered their mouths and noses 
with their hands and did not panic. All expressed amazement at the tremendous speed of their 
engulfment.  

ENTRAPMENT IN GRAIN TRANSPORT VEHICLES  

Many entrapments and suffocations have occurred in high capacity grain transport equipment. Victims 
are either buried during loading from combine or storage, or drawn into the flow of grain as a vehicle is 
being unloaded. Most victims of this type of accident are under 16 years of age – don’t allow 
youngsters to enter grain transport equipment!  

COLLAPSE OF HORIZONTAL CRUSTED GRAIN SURFACES  

A thin layer of crusted, spoiled grain can conceal voids beneath the surface. A victim who breaks 
through this crust is quickly covered as an avalanche of grain collapses into the cavity.  

COLLAPSE OF VERTICAL CRUSTED GRAIN SURFACES  

Spoiled or caked grain can stand almost vertically. As grain is removed from the base of a caked 
mass, the potential for avalanche and engulfment increases dramatically.  

SUCTION EQUIPMENT HAZARDS  

Recently, an Ontario transport driver was buried in an avalanche of grain as he attempted to empty a 
bin from the inside with conventional suction equipment. All bins should be equipped with properly 
designed doors to permit suction unloading from the exterior only.  

 

Continued on Page 14 

FLOWING GRAIN ENTRAPMENT - Farm Safety Fact Sheet �
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PRECAUTIONS FOR RESCUERS  

 

1. Always assume that an entrapped victim is alive.  

 

2. Under no circumstances should you start an unloading auger or open a 
gravity flow gate. The victim could be drawn into the auger or become 
wedged in the opening.  

 

3. If bin entry is required, the rescuer who goes into the structure should 
wear a body harness and be tied with a safety rope to at least two rescuers 
on the roof of the bin.  

 

GRAIN BIN RESCUE PROCEDURES  

VICTIM COMPLETELY SUBMERGED  

 

1. First, turn on bin aeration fans to provide as much air as possible to the victim. The extra air has 
been credited with saving several lives in grain bin rescues. Next, call the local rescue squad to 
get experienced help to the accident site.  

 

2. Remove grain from the bin in the most rapid and orderly manner possible. Attempts to ‘dig’ a 
buried victim free are generally fruitless, because of the massive amount of material involved 
and the tendency of grain to back flow. Large openings should be cut uniformly around the 
base of the bin. Cut with an abrasive saw, air chisel or cutting torch. These openings will 
greatly speed up grain removal. (If a torch is used, be alert for fire). If suitable cutting 
equipment isn’t available, use the corner of a tractor loader bucket to ram holes in the bin wall.  

 

3. Cut emergency openings four to six feet above ground to reduce the potential for a grain build-
up around the outside of the bin – this would block the flow. Ideally, you should make semi-
circular or v-shaped cuts 30 to 40 inches across to form valves which, when bent up, allow 
grain to flow freely. When bent back into place, they slow or stop the flow. This type of control 
protects rescue workers inside the bin, who otherwise might be drawn into rapid, uncontrolled 
flow of grain.  

 

Continued on Page 15 
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4. Space openings uniformly around the bin to reduce the risk of structural 
collapse and make it easier to remove grain from around the base. Once 
the victim has been uncovered, the bin openings can be closed to allow 
safe access by rescuers.  

 

PARTIALLY SUBMERGED VICTIM  

 

1. If possible, lower a rescue squad member into the bin to reassure the 
victim and to attempt to attach a body harness or lifeline. Don’t try to pull 
the victim free with the line. The tremendous drag of the grain could cause 
further injuries. The lifeline is only intended to prevent further sinking.  

 

2. Check the victim’s airway for grain. If he/she is experiencing breathing difficulties, administration 
of oxygen will help. Panic and struggle may be the chief reasons for respiratory problems, so try 
to calm the victim.  

 

3. Construct a shield if there is danger of further grain collapse. A steel drum with both ends 
removed, plywood and pieces of sheet metal formed into a circle have all been used 
successfully. You may need to remove a portion of the bin’s roof to get material inside. Once 
the shield is in place, it may be possible to free the victim by scooping grain from the inside of 
the shielded area. Use a board or sheet of plywood as a work platform  

 

You can avoid entrapment by making it a policy to n ever walk on a stored grain surface. If 
entry is essential, use the life- line and buddy sy stem!  

The information and recommendations contained in this publication are believed to be reliable and representative of 
contemporary expert opinion on the subject material. The Farm Safety Association Inc. does not guarantee absolute 
accuracy or sufficiency of subject material, nor can it accept 
responsibility for health and safety recommendations that may 
have been omitted due to particular and exceptional conditions 
and circumstances.  

Copyright © Farm Safety Association Inc.  

101-75 Farquhar Street, Guelph, Ontario N1H 3N4  

(519) 823-5600  

FLOWING GRAIN ENTRAPMENT (cont’d) �



Would you like to be a voice for local industries and commercial 
interests on the Mississippi-Rideau Source Protection Committee? There is 
currently a vacancy on the Committee for an industrial/commercial 
representative.  

 
Application deadline is Friday, February 19, 2010 . If you’re applying 

to represent a particular economic sector, a letter of endorsement from that 
sector is strongly encouraged. 

�
 The Source Protection Committee, chaired by Janet Stavinga, has 
been hard at work for the past two years completing technical studies. These 
studies show us where our drinking water comes from (lakes, rivers, 
underground aquifers) and where we may need to protect these sources from 
potential contamination or overuse.�
 �

Later this year, the Committee will begin drafting policies to protect 
drinking water sources. These policies will focus on protecting water sources 
supplying municipal drinking water systems. Source Protection Plans are due 
August 2012 and all work is being completed under Ontario’s Clean Water 
Act.�

 �
An application form and eligibility criteria are available on our web site 

at www.mrsourcewater.ca. Members are expected to act as a liaison for their 
sector, help resolve issues by working with other members, attend meetings 
and public information sessions and make decisions to develop Source 
Protection Plans. A list of suggested qualifications and roles/responsibilities is 
posted on our web site. Members receive a per diem and mileage for their 
committee work. 

�
 The Committee is made up of fifteen people as follows:�
                                             �

    �  5 municipal reps  �  2 agricultural reps   
 �  1 small business rep       �  1 aggregates rep                 
 �  2 environmental reps  �  1 First Nations rep               
 �  1 rural resident rep         �  1 non-governmental organization rep�
    �  1 industry / commercial rep - vacant�
   
For more information contact:        

 Sommer Casgrain-Robertson, Co-Project Manager�
  Mississippi-Rideau Source Protection Region           
  613-692-3571  or 1-800-267-3504  ext 147                             �

         sommer.robertson@mrsourcewater.ca                  
 www.mrsourcewater.ca �

VACANCY  
ON THE 

MISSISSIPPI-
RIDEAU 

SOURCE 
PROTECTION 

COMMITTEE�
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