











Independent Corn Adaptability Trials (ICAT)

Essex and Kent Soil and Crop Improvement Associations are once again
running their independent corn hybrid trials with support from the
seed companies. Kent trials are run in cooperation with the Kent Corn
Producer’s Association.

Independent Soybean Trials
% The Essex Soil and Crop Improvement Association is also running an
% independent soybean variety trial this year.

Watch the newsletter and website for the results of these trials.

Corn trait plot at Amherstburg.

Collection program for obsolete pesticides, animal health products and used sharps.
October 20-22, 2009 at Tilbury Cargill

A well-established obsolete pesticide collection program is being expanded this year to also provide farmers with safe
disposal for unused animal health products and sharps. This first-of-its-kind program is taking place October 20 - 22 as
part of an Ontario government-supported Great Lakes Basin water quality initiative that offers farmers a way to recy-
cle these items.

How it works

As part of this project, farmers will be able to bring their obsolete agricultural pesticides, unused animal health prod-
ucts and used sharps (needles, syringes and scalpel blades) to a series of 16 collection sites across the province for
safe and environmentally responsible disposal. The service is free of charge for farmers.

Agricultural pesticide products should have a PCP number on the container, although in cases where the label is no
longer present or it is unknown which particular pesticide was in the container, the product should be labeled
“pesticide unknown” when it is brought to a collection site. Acceptable animal health products should have a label
that contains a Drug Identification Number (DIN).

The program is available to all farmers as long as the products brought in for collection meet the above-noted re-
quirements. Product is collected on a first come, first serve basis until the secure collection totes are full. If you know
in advance that you will have a large volume of product to bring in, please call AGCare at 519-837-1326 so that we
can make appropriate arrangements for additional collection boxes.

Loose sharps not accepted

Collection sites will not accept pesticides and animal health products in aerosol containers, medicated feed, premise
disinfectants, or any household or human use items. Loose sharps will not be accepted — they must be brought in a
closed container. Ziploc bags are not acceptable.

For more information visit www.agcare.org.
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Now is a good time to see cover crop stands and growth

Cover Crop Open House
Wednesday 7" October 2009

For commercial growers and agribusinesses

Start Time: 9:00 am

Directions: (look for the signs)

9 am at OSCIA demonstration site which is on Northwood Rd. between Kent
Bridge Road & Hwy 40 (Northwood Road is located north of Fairview Line
and runs along the south side of the Thames River.)

10:30 am at Ridgetown Campus at the back research plots off of Victoria Rd,
north of the Gosnell Line (across from 20701 Victoria Rd).

Lunch provided after the tour

No cost. No preregistration required. CCA credits have been applied for.

o Underseeding cover crop in seed or sweet corn
« Cover crops were planted after wheat, sweet corn, and cucumbers

o Comparison of early vs. late cover crop growth
« Many different cover crops (alfalfa, vetch, crimsom clover, winter pea, oilseed radish,

buckwheat, sorghum and other grasses, as well as mixtures)
« Now is a good time to see the cover crop stand and growth
e Funding provided by OSCIA Nutrient Management BMP Demonstration Grant, Seed

Corn Growers of Ontario, Ontario Processing Vegetable Growers and OMAFRA.

For more information, contact Laura Van Eerd at the Ridgetown Campus Univer-
sity of Guelph at 519 674-1644.
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Planning for Business Success

Your farm business will benefit from
this program if you want:

o Abetter understanding of your current financial situation
» To expand, diversify, or transition your farm business
e Toimprove on-farm skills through training

The Growing Your Farm Profits (GYFP) workshop is the place
to start. This two-day interactive workshop, followed by a
one-on-one meeting with the Workshop Leader, helps you
assess current farm management practices and develop
realistic action plans.

Here’s what past participants had to say.
“Interaction with other farmers opens the mind to new ideas.”

“I liked how we went through the whole process. Step by
step, working on each step as we went. A good interactive
workshop. Not intimidating.”

“This is the best course | have taken in a long time. Time
went by so fast which is an indicator of how interesting and
informative the two days were.”

All members of the management team are encouraged to
attend to start the planning process, discuss priorities and
determine how best to achieve the long-term goals of the
farm business.

Canada @

Growing Forward

Business Development for Farm Businesses

New Cost-Share
Opportunities Available for
Ontario Farm Businesses.

Once you’ve completed the

GYFP workshop, your farm business
may be eligible to apply for the
following cost-share programs:

Farm Financial Assessment

Agriculture Skills Development

Advanced Business Planning

Business Plan Implementation

Ontario Soil } )
Improvement LD/: Ontario

To learn more about eligibility requirements, provisions for special circumstances, and cost-share opportunities, please visit www.ontariosoilcrop.org

Workshops will be scheduled throughout Ontario this fall and winter.

Please visit www.ontariosoilcrop.org for a full listing and registration details.





