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Invasive species
Control of invasive plant species can be critical to maintaining 
healthy natural features and habitats on farm. Invasive species 
out-compete native species, and have an adverse affect on 
natural environments. Left uncontrolled, dog-strangling vine (an 
invasive plant in Ontario) can grow rampant in fencerows, short-
circuiting electric fences, and may be toxic to some livestock.

exclusion fencing
Keeping cattle and other grazing animals from sensitive 
environmental areas on your farm has many benefits. Not only 
are woodland areas and aquatic habitat especially sensitive 
to disturbance, but livestoock are at a greater risk of injury. By 
fencing livestock out of streams and ponds specifically, you 
can reduce the many risks associated with manure entering 
waterways. 

Erosion control and  
improved stream crossings
Erosion control structures  help to keep nutrients and soil on 
fields and out of waterways. Dedicated stream crossings also 
help to preserve the sensitive aquatic habitat that many species 
at risk rely on, while maintaining a safe and effective crossing for 
moving livestock.

Livestock watering systems
Livestock watering systems that remove the need for direct 
access to surface water are essential to preserving the 
environment and habitat on farms. By installing an alternate 
water source for livestock, herds can be fenced out of sensitive 
aquatic habitats, like streams and ponds. Dedicated watering 
systems provide high quality drinking water for livestock and 
improve herd health. 

Protecting existing habitat is the easiest and most 
cost-effective way to help species at risk (SAR). 

Reducing threats to habitat can result in significant 
benefits to the environment.

PROTECT
Best Management Practices that



Enhance
Native Planting
Planting native grass, shrub, and tree 
species as buffer strips and windbreaks 
provides valuable habitat and corridors 
for many wildlife and species at risk. Not 
only can these farm features provide 
much needed habitat and travel cover, 
they can also provide a host of benefits 
to the farmer, as well. These types of 
plantings help to shade livestock and 
reduce weather stress from wind. They 
also help to increase soil health and 
provide valuable erosion control, while 
improving the biodiversity of plants and 
pollinators on-farm. 

Enhancing existing habitat is a simple way to support 
and strengthen species at risk populations. Habitat 

enhancements can provide important breeding and nesting 
areas and can connect smaller habitat patches.

Best Management Practices that
Habitat structures
Livestock farmers are skilled at 
making their farm comfortable for 
their herd. They can also have an 
important role in creating a hospitable 
environment for species at risk. While 
there are many activities that can 
increase the abundance of natural 
habitat on a farm, habitat structures 
built to support specific species 
have proven effective. Barn swallow 
structures and bat boxes are just two 
of the structures many farmers are 
building to help support species at 
risk. 

Rotational Grazing
Rotational grazing provides many on-
farm benefits. Implementing a rotational 
grazing system gives your pastures 
time to regenerate, while also giving 
grassland birds and other species at 
risk, the opportunity to nest in these 
areas. Rotational grazing can also 
improve forage quality by preventing 
overgrazing, and reduces the costly 
need to reseed to rejuvenate pastures 
as often. An abundance of healthier 
forage helps to better satisfy the needs 
of your livestock as well as the needs of 
many species at risk. 



CREATE

Creating habitat can benefit species at risk that have specialized 

habitat needs, especially when their needed habitat is in short supply. 

Creating habitat is especially important in areas of the province where 

habitat has been lost due to settlement and development.

Native grassland planting Wetland restoration
Native grasslands are designed to thrive! Planting native grass and 
wildflower species increases species diversity, which can make your 
grasslands more resilient to pests, drought, and other stressors. 
Through the establishment of native grasslands, your farm can 
provide healthier habitats for species at risk.  As an added bonus, 
native grassland species are prolific in their production of seed and 
able to thrive on their own once established. 

With an abundance of native species, grasslands on your farm can 
become biodiversity havens, attracting native pollinators and other 
species that can benefit your farm through valuable pollinator or 
pest control services. The diversity of flowering plants present in 
grasslands provides varying blooming periods, which is essential to 
providing food sources for native pollinators throughout the  
growing season.

Wetlands on farm can provide valuable services to farmers and 
to the health of the broader environment. Wetlands have an 
incredible water holding capacity that collects surface water and 
filters excess nutrients from runoff water before it enters streams 
and other water bodies. Wetlands are exceptionally valuable to 
both plant and animal species at risk, and should be considered 
a significant ecological asset on the farm landscape. With so little 
wetland acreage available, it is important to properly maintain or 
restore wetlands, where possible.

Wetlands provide a habitat haven for many species at risk. With 
an abundance of food and plant cover, many animal species 
at risk rely heavily on healthy wetlands to thrive, while some 
plant species at risk require the specific growing conditions that 
wetlands offer. 

Best Management Practices that



           yan and Jayne Green started their farm with only ten cattle. At that time, Ryan says that he didn’t even know what 
stewardship was. “I was just doing what I thought was right.” 
 Learning as he went, Ryan developed a deep and personal understanding of stewardship and what it 
meant on their farm. Through completing several projects with the financial support of the Species at Risk 
Farm Incentive Program, the knowledge he gained by designing projects is as valuable as the cost-share 
funding he received to implement them. 
 “I know things now that I wasn’t aware of before, or that I wasn’t paying attention to before. 
I know now about the importance of grasslands for birds and for our farm,” admits Ryan. He always 
had a strong sense of how his farm would be most productive, but hadn’t fully appreciated that 
productivity didn’t have to be a trade-off for the natural environment and the species that rely on it. 
 Through fencing his cattle out of the sensitive features on his farm and implementing a 
rotational grazing system and alternate watering system for his herd, Ryan is pleased to report that 
they’ve seen more birds and wildlife than ever before. 
 “It feels good that we can work in harmony with nature, and help vulnerable species, 
like Bobolink, thrive,” says Ryan. He recommends implementing Best Management Practices 
like these on your farm; “take the leap! You get long-term benefits for the cattle, the 
environment, the landscape, and for your family’s health, too”. 
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